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The  Local  Government  Act.  1888,  Sec.  (2)  c,  and  the  Orders  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 


REPORTS 


OF  THE 

Medical  Officers  of  Health 


FOR  THE 


TUiral  atnfr  Urtiw  JHuwtfafg 

WITHIN  THE  COUNTY  OF  DORSET. 

FOR  THE 


YEAR  1899. 


GEORGE  CHAFFIN,  COUNTY  PRINTER,  WESTBURY,  SHERBORNE 


EXTRACTS  FROM 


General  Order  of  Local  Government  Board,  1891. 

AS  TO 

S^nnuat  Tieportd  of  9$ledica{  Officers  of  ffealth. 


Part  I. 

Art,  1 8,  par.  (14.)  He  shall  also  make  an  annual  report  to  the  Sanitary  Authority,  up  to  the  end  of  Decem¬ 
ber  in  each  year,  comprising  a  summary  of  the  action  taken,  or  which  he  has  advised  the  Sanitary  Authority  to 
take  during  the  year  for  preventing  the  spread  of  disease,  and  an  account  of  the  sanitary  state  of  his  District 
generally  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  report  shall  also  contain  an  account  of  the  inquiries  which  he  has  made 
as  to  conditions  injurious  to  health  existing  in  the  District,  and  of  the  proceedings  in  which  he  has  taken  part  or 
advised  under  any  Statute  so  far  as  such  proceedings  relate  to  those  conditions  ;  and  also  an  account  of  the 
supervision  exercised  by  him  or  on  his  advice,  for  sanitary  purposes  over  places  and  houses  that  the  Sanitary 
Authority  have  power  to  regulate,  with  the  nature  and  results  of  any  proceedings  which  may  have  been  so 
required  and  taken  in  respect  of  the  same  during  the  year.  The  report  shall  also  record  the  action  taken  by  him 
or  on  his  advice  during  the  year  in  regard  to  offensive  trades,  to  dairies,  cow-sheds,  and  milk-shops,  and  to 
factories  and  workshops.  The  report  shall  also  contain  tabular  statements  (on  Forms  to  be  supplied  by  Us,  or 
to  the  like  effect),  of  the  sickness  and  mortality  within  the  district,  classified  according  to  diseases,  ages  and 
localities. 

Provided  that,  if  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  shall  cease  to  hold  office  before  the  31st  day  of  December  in 
any  year,  he  shall  make  the  like  report  for  so  much  of  the  year  as  shall  have  expired  when  he  ceases  to  hold 
office. 

Art.  18,  par  (16.)  At  the  same  time  that  he  gives  information  to  Us  of  an  outbreak  of  infections 
disease  or  transmits  to  Us  a  copy  of  his  annual  report  or  of  any  special  report,  he  shall  give  the  like  information 
or  transmit  a  copy  of  such  report  to  the  County  Council  of  the  C aunty  within  which  hit  district  m  ry  b ;  situated. 


Part  II. 

In  regard  to  every  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  no  part  of  whose  salary  is  intended  to  be  payable  to  an  Urban 
Sanitary  Authority  by  a  County  Council  or  by  the  Town  Council  of  a  Borough  in  pursuance  of  the  Local 
Government  Act,  1888,  We  do  hereby  Order: — 

Art.  20.  The  following  shall  be  the  duties  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect  of  the  District  for 
which  he  is  appointed: — 

(1)  He  shall  within  seven  days  after  his  appointment  report  the  same  in  writing  to  Us. 

(2)  He  shall  perform  all  the  duties  prescribed  by  Article  18  of  this  Order  for  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
in  respect  of  whose  salary  a  payment  is  intended  to  be  made  by  a  County  Council  as  aforesaid. 


RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICTS. 


Beaminster—  Mr.  F.  P.  Kitson. 

I  have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  yon  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1899. 

The  area  of  the  District  of  Beaminster  is  57,017  acres,  divided  into'the  following  districts,  viz 


Population. 


Death  Rate.  15*7 


Acres. 

Population. 

1891 

1899 

Beaminster 

11530 

3020 

2793 

Netherbury 

13111  l 

Marsh  wood 

7089  S 

3687 

3337 

Evershot 

16229 

2286 

2 1 30 

Mosterton 

3727 

696 

642 

Thorncombe 

5331 

941 

863 

Census,  1891 

10630 

Estimated  to  middle  of  1899 

9765 

population.  Number  of  births  registered,  234. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Beaminster 

30 

27 

57 

Netherbury  and  Marsh  wood 

46 

44 

90 

Evershot 

28 

21 

49 

Mosterton 

9 

1 1 

20 

Thorncombe 

7 

11 

18 

120 

114 

234 

population. 

Beaminster 

56 

Netherbury  and  Marshwood 

Evershot 

19 

Mosterton 

8 

Thorncombe 

... 

... 

15 

153 

Zymotic  Rate.  *6  per  1000  population. 

Infant  Mortality.  98*4  per  1000  births. 

Prevalence  of  disease,  ihe  following  notifications  have  been  received  during  the  year  from  the  districts  mentioned 

Typhoid 
Diphtheria 
Septicoemia 
Erysipelas 


1st  Quarter 


2nd  Quarter 
3rd  Quarter 


Beaminster 


Netherbury 


Typhoid 


2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 


Beaminster  „ 

4th  Quarter  „  Membraneous  Croup 

«  Diphtheria 

Thorncombe  Typhoid 

„  Membraneous  Croup 

Giving  a  total  of  Infectious  Disease  in  the  district  of — 

Beaminster  ...  9 

Netherbury  ...  4 

Thorncombe  ...  2 

Evershot  ...  0 

Mosterton  ...  0 

One  case  of  Typhoid  in  the  Netherbury  district  was  contracted  outside  the  district,  where  the  patient  had  been  nursing  a 
Typhoid  case.  ° 

distrlcT  SUte  °f  thC  Stream  at  the  back  °f  the  honse  was  considered  to  be  the  cause  in  one  case  of  Typhoid  in  the  Beaminster 

In  the  Thorncombe  district  the  drains  have  bes-i  ordered  to  be  repaired,  and  a  fresh  water  supply  provided. 

No  cause  could  be  found  for  the  other  cases  when  inspected.  The  houses,  etc.,  have  been  disinfected 
.  ,  The  nu“ber  °f  NS?  .Ca*C\  reP°rted  during  the  year  amount  to  437,  all  from  ordinary  causes,  and  very  few  from  non-notifiable 
infectious  diseases.  Daring  the  last  Quarter  about  40  cases  of  Iufluenza  have  occurred.  Twelve  cases  of  Diarrhoea  occurred  in  the 
district  during  the  3rd  Quarter,  with  three  deaths. 

Water  Supply.— The  Beaminster  water  supply  has  again  to  be  brought,  to  your  notice,  and  I  consider  that  every  endeavour  should 
be  made  to  bring  a  supply  into  the  town  before  the  next  summer.  The  Flatter  Shoot  supply  at  the  end  of  the  summer  was  very  low 
and,  as  so  many  people  in  the  town  get  their  water  from  that  source,  it  caused  great  inconvenience,  at  one  time  only  supplying  one 
gallon  in  15  minutes.  J  J  ° 

Ihe  stream  in  M  hite  Hart  Street  which  many  people  use  was  also  dry  at  one  time,  although  there  was  water  in  fair  quantity  in 
the  stream  just  outside  the  town.  No  doubt  this  was  caused  by  the  diversion  of  the  water  and  should  if  possible  be  prevented. 

Ihe  supply  in  the  rest  of  the  district  is  fairly  satisfactory  except  Thorncombe,  where  some  people  have  to  go  considerable  distances 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — A  new  pipe  drain  at  Broadwindsor  has  been  laid  and  is  satisfactory. 
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M.O.H.  Reports,  1899,  Rural. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  has  not  been  used  daring  the  year.  There  is  no  public  means  of  disinfecting  in  the  district.  Disinfectants 
are  supplied  in  all  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. — Four  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

One  house  has  been  condemned  as  unfit  for  habitation  as  well  as  the  Common  Lodging  House. 

Slaughter-houses,  Bake-houses  and  Dairies  have  been  inspected  and  are  satisfactory. 

The  Common  Lodging  House  at  Beaminster  is  in  a  very  bad  state;  the  present  occupier,  I  am  told,  is  about  to  leave  when  the 
house  is  to  be  rebuilt. 

General  Remarks. — This  Report  does  not  compare  favourably  with  last  year,  the  death  rate,  Infant  Mortality  and  Zymotic  rate  all 
being  higher. 

I  received  notice  of  the  removal  of  a  body  from  London  to  Evershot  for  burial.  The  cause  of  death  being  Typhoid  Fever,  every 
precaution  was  taken  to  prevent  any  infection. 


Blandford — Mr.  G.  W.  Daniell. 

I  have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Blandford  Rural  District  for  the 
year  1899. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  61462  acres. 

The  population  (census  1891)  is  9664.  The  population,  estimated  to  middle  of  1899  is  9486. 

The  birth  rate  is  17'07.  There  were  165  births  registered. 

There  were  114  deaths  in  the  year.  The  death  rate  is  11*7. 

The  Zymotic  Rate  is  0-2.  The  infant  mortality  is  121 '2 

Of  the  114  deaths — 


20  took  place  in 

infants  under  1  year  of 

age. 

1 

a  child  aged  1  and  under 

5 

(2  years) 

2 

children  aged  5  ,, 

i:, 

None 

persons  aged  15  „ 

26 

25 

„  aged  25  „ 

65 

66  ,. 

„  aged  66 

65 

and  upwards. 

The  Mortality  from  every  cause  has  been— 

From  Scarlatina 

1  death 

„  Erysipelas 

... 

1  „ 

,.  Measles 

1  „ 

,,  Phthisis 

7  „ 

,,  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  Pleurisy 

12  „ 

„  Heart  Disease 

... 

25  „ 

„  Injury 

... 

1  „ 

From  all  other  causes 

... 

58  „ 

With  regard  to  the  notification  of  infectious  disease,  Scarlatina  has  existed  in  many  of  the  villages  to  a  great  extent  during  the 
year,  as  79  cases  have  been  reported  to  me  I  have  again  verified  that  in  many  instances  children  have  suffered  from  the  disease  in  a 
slight  degree,  and  not  having  been  considered  ill  enough  to  need  medical  advice,  have  been  allowed  to  attend  school  in  the  peeling 
stage.  In  several  instances  inconsequence  of  this  knowledge  I  have  ordered  schools  to  be  closed.  Happily  throughout  the  district  only 
one  death  has  resulted  during  the  year  from  Scarlatina,  which  was  at  Milton  Abbas. 

I  have  had  3  notifications  of  Diphtheria,  all  being  of  a  mild  form,  and  4  of  Erysipelas,  one  of  which  proved  fatal. 

Water  Supply. — This  is  almost  invariably  derived  from  wells,  which  usually  are  sufficiently  removed  from  possible  sources  of  con¬ 
tamination.  Last  summer  and  autumn  nearly  100  which  adjoined  labourers’  cottages  were  cleaned  out,  and  many  deepened.  All  new 
houses  built  on  the  Damory  Court  Estate,  in  the  Parish  of  Pimperne,  during  the  year,  are  supplied  with  water  from  the  Blandford 
Waterworks  Company.  Other  new  houses  on  the  Bryanstone  Estate  are  well  supplied  with  water. 

Excrement  Disposal.- — The  pail  system  for  the  agricultural  labourers’  cottages  is  still,  in  my  opinion,  the  best,  and  it  is  now 
almost  universally  adopted. 

Isolation  Hospital. — This  is  now  being  built  by  the  Viscount  Portman  for  the  use  of  the  District. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. — Improvements  are  still  being  carried  out  in  this  direction.  In  the  Parish  of  Winterborne 
Kingston  ti  houses,  which  we  have  condemned  as  being  uufit  for  habitation,  have  been  closed,  and  are  not  occupied. 

The  slaughter-houses  and  bake-houses  in  the  district  are  sanitary  and  in  good  condition. 

In  my  annual  inspection  of  the  district,  in  company  with  Mr.  Dampney,  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  we  make  a  rule  of  examining 
the  dairy  premises.  We  have  reported  defective  sanitary  matters  to  the  various  owners,  and  these  have  been  remedied.  As  instances 
I  may  mention  the  great  improvement  effected  at  Spettisbury  Dairy  by  the  removal  of  the  piggeries  to  a  new  site,  and  also  the  same 
remark  applies  to  the  Shroton  Dairy,  both  of  which  were  carried  out  by  our  advice. 

There  is  no  common  lodging-house  in  the  district. 


Bridport — Mr.  W.  A.  E.  Hay. 

I  have  now  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1899. 

Area  of  District. — 30,899  acres. 

Population — (census  1891)  7955;  ditto  estimated  to  middle  of  1899,  7800. 

Births  registered — 173,  equal  to  a  rate  of  22 ■  1  per  1000. 

Deaths  registered  99,  equal  to  a  rate  of  126  per  1000. 

Out  of  the  total  number  of  deatha45  were  over  65  years  of  age. 

Zymotic  Death  rate  Nil. 

InEant  Mortality. — The  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  was  20.  giving  a  rate  of  115'6  per  1000. 

PrevalenceofDisea.se. — Number  of  Notifications: — Scarlatina,  10;  Diphtheria,  1 ;  Erysipelas,  10. 

The  cases  of  Scarlatina  notified  occurred  in  the  following  districts : — 

Wootton  Fitzpaine  on  January  9  th  ;  Burton  Bradstock  March  13th;  Chilcombe  April  30th;  Litton  Cheney  May  3rd; 
June  22nd  ;  June  30th ;  July  17th ;  Symondsbury  October  3rd  ;  Whitchurch  November  3rd ;  December  26th.  The  cases  were 
of  a  mild  type. 
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M.O.H.  Reports,  1899,  Rural. 

The  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  at  Bothenhampton  on  October  28th.  As  the  child  had  attended  the  Bridport  National  School  up 
to  the  date  of  the  attack  it  was  probably  contracted  in  the  Urban  District.  1 

The  cases  of  Erysipelas  require  no  comment. 

Water  Supply.— Analysis  of  water  has  been  taken  in  9  cases.  In  4  it  proved  unfit  for  dietetic  purposes  and  the  wells  were  ordered 
to  be  closed  and  a  fresh  supply  obtained.  A  good  supply  of  water  has  been  obtained  for  the  village  of  Charmouth.  The  necessary 
works  have  been  completed  and  are  now  in  working  order.  In  the  village  of  Burton  Bradstock  several  fresh  connections  have  been 
made  with  the  Bridport  Company's  Mains.  All  new  buildings  in  the  district  have  been  visited,  and  unless  the  water  was  obviously 
above  suspicion,  an  analysis  has  been  taken  before  a  certificate  was  granted.  1 

Sewerage  and  Drainage,  Excrement  Disposal. — The  Sanitary  Authority  have  obtained  permission  to  drain  the  Bradpole  road  and 
St.  Andrews  well  premises  into  the  Urban  District  sewer.  A  scheme  to  do  so  is  contemplated  and  a  Government  Loan  has  been 
applied  for.  The  houses  at  the  old  turnpike  in  the  West  road,  Svmondsbury,  have  been  drained  into  the  underground  sewer  in  the 
Main  road.  Although  no  special  system  of  drainage  or  sewerage  has  been  carried  out  in  the  district  during  the  year,  a  considerable 
amount  of  useful  sanitary  work  as  regards  House  drains,  Privies,  removal  of  nuisances  etc.  has  been  done  as  seen  in  the  summary  of 
Sanitary  work.  J 

Isolation  Hospital.— There  is  no  isolation  hospital  for  the  district. 

Means  for  Disinfection. — Disinfection  has  been  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  by  sulphur 
fumigation  when  necessary  and  by  washing  the  floors,  walls,  furniture,  etc.,  with  a  1  per  1000  sublimate  solution.  Unwashable  articles 
and  materials  soaked  in  the  1  per  1000  sublimate  solution,  and  washable  articles  disinfected  by  boiling  water,  but  when  necessary  the 
bed  bedding,  etc.  is  burnt  and  the  sanitary  authority  replace  the  cost.  Disinfectants  are  supplied  by  the  sanitary  authority,  and  when 
ready  the  infected  rooms  are  disinfected  and  lime  washed  under  the  supervision  of  the  sanitary  inspector.  The  children  in  infected 
houses  are  kept  from  attending  schools  or  mixing  with  other  children  and  sanitary  instructions  are  given  to  the  responsible  persons 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection.  1 

The  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. — Slaughter-houses  and  bake-houses  are  dealt  with  in  the  house  to  house  surveys.  There  are 
no  registered  common  lodging-houses  in  the  district. 

With  your  sanitary  inspector  I  am  making  a  house  to  house  survey  of  the  district  and  reporting  to  you  monthly.  Notice  to 
remedy  sanitary  defects  has  been  served  on  the  responsible  persons.  A  great  number  have  already  been  remedied  and'  others  are 
receiving  attention.  There  are  no  offensive  processes  of  trade  carried  on  in  the  district  and  I  have  not  been  called  upon  to  examine  any 
animal  or  article  of  diet  that  is  unwholesome,  diseased  or  unfit  for  the  food  of  man.  Your  inspector  has  faithfully  brought  to  my 
notice  all  matters  requiring  my  intervention  and  as  helped  me  in  my  inspections. 


Cerne. — Mr.  Ernest  E.  Dalton. 


f  tflS  Med|<81)1')  ^^Cer  I  beg  to  hand  you  mylAnnual  Report  upon  the  vital  statistics  and  sanitary  condition  of  yourdistric 

Area  of  District. — 46,741  acres. 

Population.— Census  1891,  6122,  and  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1899,  is  5908. 

Birth  Rate.  19-4  per  1000.  the  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  116,  69  being  males  and  47  females. 

Death  Rate.  44'3  per  1000.  The  number  of  deaths  that  occurred  during  the  year  was  85,  being  one  more  than  in  the  previous 
year. 


Of  the  85  deaths  that  occurred,  35  were  of  persons  over  70,  11  over  80,  and  2  over  90  years  of  age.  The  average  age  at  death  of 
those  who  died  was  52' 14  years,  as  compared  to  49  years  in  1898  ;  and  there  were  36  deaths  certified  as  being  due  to  old  age. 

The  classification  of  the  deaths  according  to  ages  is  as  follows : _ 

Deaths  under  1  year  of  age  ...  ...  9 


over  1  and  under  5  years 
5  15  „ 

15  „  25 

25  ,,  65  „ 

65  years  of  age 


3 

3 

4 

29 

37 


85 

The  deaths  classified  according  to  Form  A  were  certified  as  being  due  to  : — 


Typhoid  Fever  ...  ...  ...  1 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  2 

Phthisis  ..  ...  ...  4 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy  ...  4 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  8 

Injuries  (drowning) ...  ...  ...  2 

All  other  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  <54 


85 


Of  the  above,  the  death  from  Typhoid  Fever  occurred  at  Chesilborne.  and  the  disease  was  undoubtedly  contracted  outside  the 
district,  the  woman  having  been  staying  at  Portsmouth  just  previously.  The  2  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  were  of  two  very  weakly 
twin  children  only  a  month  old. 

Zymotic  Death  Rate. — '50  per  1000  living. 

This  rate  as  it  stands  is  the  same  as  in  1898,  and  is  a  very  good  one.  If,  however,  the  death  from  Typhoid  Fever  be  deducted 
(the  disease  having  been  contracted  away  from  the  district),  we  get  the  very  low  rate  of  -33  under  this  head. 

I  would  point  out  to  the  Council  the  significance  of  this  death  rate.  The  figures  are  obtained  from  the  number  of  death 
occurring  from  diseases  which  are  to  a  great  extent  preventable,  and  under  the  control  of  sanitary  measures  ;  and  it  is  chiefly  from 
them  that  a  good  estimate  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  district  can  be  found. 
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M.O.H.  Reports,  1899,  Rural. 

Infantile  Mortality. — During  the  year  there  were  9  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age.  This  gives  us  the  low  death  rate  of 
77-5  per  1000  births  registered. 

Prevalence  of  Disease. — -The  district  was  again  very  fairly  free  from  infectious  diseases,  and  excepting  in  the  parishes  of  Hillfield 
Hermitage  and  Minterne  Magna  there  w'as  nothing  of  the  nature  of  an  epidemic, 

I  had  22  cases  brought  to  my  notice  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act,  and  occurring  as  below  : — 

1.  Scarlet  Fever  in  the  Parish  of  Frome  St.  Quinton. 

2.  Diphtheria  in  the  Parishes  of  Buckland  Newton, 

Hillfield,  Minterne  Magna,  and  Pulham. 

3.  Erysipelas  in  the  Parishes  of  Buckland  Newton, 

Cattistock,  Pulham,  and  Sydling  St.  Nicholas. 

4.  Typhoid  Fever  in  the  Parishes  of  Chesilborne  and 

Sydling  St.  Nicholas. 

6.  Whooping  Cough  in  the  Parishes  of  Hermitage  and 

Hillfield. 

The  Diphtheria  occurring  in  the  Minterne  Magna  parish  was  chiefly  the  continuation  of  the  epidemic  going  on  there  at  the  close 
of  1898.  It  was  considered  to  have  been  caused  by  the  drinking  water  at  the  public  school.  This  well  is  closed,  and  a  new  and  good 
supply  of  water  obtained  in  its  place  ;  and  I  trust  this  will  have  the  effect  of  stamping  out  the  disease  in  this  parish. 

Whooping  Cough  was  epidemic  in  the  adjoining  parishes  of  Hermitage  and  Hillfield  towards  the  end  of  the  summer. 

School  Closed  for  Infectious  Disease. — Mintern  Magna.— This  school,  which  was  closed  on  the  5th  December,  1898,  was  not 
again  opened  until  the  13th  February.  1899,  several  cases  of  Diphtheria  being  in  the  district. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  district,  at  the  close  of  the  year  especially  as  regards  drainage,  water  supply,  and  sanitary 
improvement  required  : — 

Sanitary  Improve- 

Parish.  Drainage  Water  Supply  ments  Required 


Alton  Pancras 


Batcombe 


Good.  Nothing  polluting  river 
courses.  Closet-pails  system  or  pits 
in  use 

Good.  Same  as  above 


Buckland  Newton 


Cattistock 


Cerne  Abbas 


Chesilborne 


Very  good.  This  large  parish  is  in 
hamlets,  situated  widely  apart,  with 
a  satisfactory  disposal  of  all  drain¬ 
age  ;  no  definite  system 

Satisfactory  at  present.  It  has 
two  large  drains  taking  the  main 
streets.  The  outlying  hamlets  are 
small  and  scattered 

Satisfactory  at  present.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  part,  01  nearly  the  whole  parish 
is  drained  by  a  gravelled  bottom 
barrelled  drain,  partly  open  and 
partly  covered  flushed  by  river 
courses  and  overflows  from  many 
springs.  Near  the  end  of  the  great 
drought  last  year,  one  part  lying 
very  flat  gave  trouble.  The  Abbey 
Street  drain  of  140  yards  distance 
was  taken  up  entirely  and  relaid 
Fairly  satisfactory 


Godmanstone  Good 


Hermitage  Good 

Hillfield  Good 

Mappowder  Good 

Melbury  Bubb  Good 

Melcombe  Horsey  Good 


Minterne  Magna 

Nether  Cerne 
Piddletrenthide 

Pulham 

Sydling  St.  Nicholas 
Up-Cerne 

Wootton  Glanvilles 


Good 

Good 

Good 

Fairly  satisfactory 

Good 

Good 

Good 


Good.  Obtained  from  good  springs 
and  wells  free  from  pollution 

From  wells  and  springs.  Amply 
supplied  for  present  requirements 
Good  supply  from  good  wells  and 
springs 


No  suggestion  to 
make  for  improve 
ment 

ditto 

ditto 


Good  w'ells  and  satisfactory 


ditto 


All  the  public  supplies  are  in  a 
satisfactory  condition  and  sufficient 


Good.  All  supplies  attended  to. 
Very  deep  wells 
Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

A  part  of  this  parish  is  badly  sup¬ 
plied  with  w'ater 


Very  good  supply 
Very  good 

Public  supplies  in  good  condition, 
and  other  w'ells  are  free  from  pollu¬ 
tion  and  water  good 

Western  portion  good  and  con¬ 
venient 


Good 

Good 

Good 


The  cleaning  of 
about  50  yards  of 
the  part  of  this 
drain  lying  very 
level  should  always 
receive  attention 
when  flushing  is  low, 
and  I  may  have  to 
suggest  that  a  fur¬ 
ther  portion  be  cov¬ 
ered  in 

None  at  present 
to  make 

No  suggestion  to 
make 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Some  better  pro¬ 
vision  for  a  water 
supply  to  the  part 
known  as  Hardfoot 
Lane  is  now  under 
my  consideration 

No  suggestion  to 
make 

ditto 

ditto 


For  the  eastern 
portion  a  more  con¬ 
venient  supply  is 
required 

No  suggestion  to 
make 

ditto 

ditto 
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As  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Council  I  would  point  out  the  large  number  of  cases  affecting  the  public  health  of 
the  district  which  have  been  under  consideration  during  the  year,  lo  the  greater  portion  1  have  given  my  most  careful  attention,  and 
by  systematic  inspections  which  are  made,  both  by  myself  and  with  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  in  the  whole  of  the  parishes  of  the 
district.  I  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  any  defects  as  they  arise. 

t\  a  ter  Supplies.  At  Cosmorc,  in  the  parish  of  Buckland  Newton,  the  four  water  supplies  for  the  cottages  of  Lord  Alington  were 
condemned  by  me.  They  were  drawn  from  tank  storage  from  roof  collection.  I  met  by  appointment  the  Committee  of  the  Council 
and  also  his  lordship’s  agent,  and  immediate  steps  were  promised  to  be  taken  to  provide* a  better  supply  at  an  early  date. 

At  f  hesilborne,  advantage  was  taken  when  the  water  was  at  its  lowest  to  properly  clean  out  the  very  deep  wells  and  pul  them 
in  good  repair. 

At  Minterne  Magna  I  condemned  the  supply  for  the  public  school  as  being  liable  to  pollution  from  the  closets.  This  was  at 
once  readily  met  by  the  owmerof  the  property,  Lord  Digby,  who  had  a  good  water  supply  set  up,  so  as  to  provide  the  school  and  several 
cottages  adjoining,  doing  away  with  the  old  sources. 

At  Nether  Cerne  a  great  improvement  was  made  in  the  w'atcr  supply  for  the  whole  village,  the  owner  carrying  out  the  suggestions 
made  by  me  to  tap  an  excellent  spring  on  his  property,  and  bring  the  same  to  the  village  in  pipes.  This  work  was  properly  done,  and 
is  a  great  boon  to  the  inhabitants. 

At  Up  Sydling,  in  the  parish  of  Sydling  St.  Nicholas,  a  new  well  was  dug  to  provide  a  farm  and  cottages  with  a  wholesome  supply. 
The  old  supply  had  given  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  as  it  was  the  only  cause  I  could  assign  for  the  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  which  occurred 
in  that  parish,  and  as  I  could  not  condemn  the  w'ater  on  an  ordinary  analysis,  at  my  request  you  obtained  a  Bacteriological  analysis, 
which  confirmed  my  suspicion,  and  the  Council  then  were  able  to  enforce  my  recommendation  for  a  new  supply. 

Drainage. — In  Cerne  Abbas  I  met  a  Committee  of  the  Council  and  l’a'rish  Council  of  Cerne,  to  consider  a  better  provision  of 
drainage  for  Abbey  Street,  and  this  was  carried  out  at  once  and  is  most  satisfactory.  In  no  other  part  of  my  district  did  1  consider  it 
necessary  to  make  any  recommendation. 

Housing  of  Working  Classes. — This  is  a  very  difficult  question  in  a  purely  agricultural  district  where  there  is  a  gradual  depopula¬ 
tion,  and  the  cost  of  repairs  to  old  houses  is  a  very  serious  item  upon  the  great  fall  in  value  of  land,  but  it  is  one  that  I  give  my 
careful  attention  to. 

Slaughter-houses,  Bake-houses,  and  Common  Lodging-houses. — These  places  are  very  punctually  inspected  by  your  Inspector  of 
Nuisances,  and  the  necessary  notices  served  for  cleansing  as  required.  They  are  matters  I  consider  with  him  regularly.  In  this  district 
there  are  no  common  lodging  houses. 

In  conclusion  I  again  thank  the  Council  for  the  way  they  have  always  seconded  the  efforts  of  myself  and  the  Inspector  to  im¬ 
prove  the  condition  of  the  district. 


Dorchester  (Eastern) — Mr.  E.  J.  Day. 


The  details  in  this  my  23rd  Annual  Report  are  taken  in  the  order  suggested  by  the  County  Council.  The  acreage  of  the  Eastern 
Division  of  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  Dorchester  is  28495,  with  a  population  of  4947  (census  1891)  which  has  increased  by  excess 
•of  births  over  deaths  since  that  time  to  6361.  During  the  year  31  houses  have  been  built,  adding  these  to  last  year's  estimate  and 

the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  during  the  year,  the  population  amounts  to  6457 — (this  includes  the  houses  that  have  been  built between 

two  and  three  hundred — since-the  census  of  1891  was  taken)  The  total  number  of  hivthx  was  1 33  (82  males)  against  1 27  in  1 898,  1 99  ju  ]  397 
128  in  1896,  134  in  1896,  119  in  1894,  116  in  1893,  130  in  1892,  and  107  in  1891,  giving  a  birthrate  of  20-4  per  1000  (that  for  England  and 
Wales  in  1899  being  29' 3,  which  is  lower  than  any  other  year  on  record).  Eighty  eight  death*  were  registered  (138  males)  two  of  these 
occurred  outside  this  division  among  persons  belonging  thereto,  and  nine  of  them  occurred  within  this  division  among  persons  not  belong¬ 
ing  thereto,  consequently  the  deathrate  is  12-4  perlOOO  against  the  remarkably  low  death  rate  of  9-6  in  1898,  which  of  course  could  not 
be  expected  to  remain  at  so  low  a  figure  (and  18  3  for  England  and  Wales,  1899).  The  average  age  at  death  was  54  against51  in  1898, 
39  in  1897  and  38  in  1896  -this  is  indeed  most  satisfactory.  The  following  is  the  deathrate  since  my  appointment. 


1878 

17-4 

1879 

22-2 

1880 

172 

1881 

15-4 

1882 

16 

1883 

16-4 

1884 

12-4 

1885 

16-5 

1886 

1 5 -8 

1887 

14-8 

1888 

17 

1889 

10-9 

1890 

10-8 

1 89 1 

12  6 

1 892 

14-2 

1893 

1D6 

1894 

11-8 

1 895 

13-8 

1896 

1 4*3 

1897 

13-6 

1898 

9-8 

1 899 

12-4 

The  deaths  were  registered  as  follows — 
1st  Quarter 
2nd 

3rd  ,, 

4th  „ 


30 — January  9,  February  5,  March  16 

16 — April  4,  May  4,  June  8 

13 — July  3,  August  6,  September  5 

29 — October  14,  November  4,  December  1 1 


No  death  was  due  to  Small-pox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Croup,  Typhus  Fever,  Typhoid  Fever,  Cholera,  Measles,  Whooping 
•Cough,  nor  Rheumatic  Fever,  The  following  are  the  particulars  of  the  9  deaths  which  occurred  within  the  division  among  persons 
not  belonging  thereto, 


Sex. 

Age. 

Former  Residence. 

Cause. 

M. 

29 

Dorchester 

Phthisis 

M. 

89 

44 

Old  Age 

M. 

66 

„ 

Liver  Disease 

F. 

80 

Charminster 

Old  Age 

F. 

89 

Steepleton 

M. 

62 

Dorchester 

Diarrhoea 

F. 

70 

»» 

Old  Age 

M. 

23 

44 

Influenza 

F. 

66 

The  following  are  the  particulars  of  the  two  deaths  which  occurred  outside  the  division  among  persons  belonging  thereto : — 


Sex. 

Age. 

Former  Residence. 

Cause. 

M. 

79 

Broadmayne 

Burns 

M. 

88 

1‘iddletown 

Accident 
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M.O.H.  Reports,  1899,  Rural. 

The  principal  causes  of  the  deaths  were: — Old  Age  16  (37  were  over  70,  and  16  over  80 — in  1898  26  were  over  70  and  8  over  80)_ 
Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy  9,  Heart  Disease,  9,  Consumption  7,  Cancer  6,  Influenza  5. 

Annual  deathrate  per  1000  from  all  causes  and  from  the  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  in  England  and  Wales,  1899,  compared  with 
this  Sanitary  Division  : — 


All  Causes. 

Principal 

Small-pox. 

Measles. 

Scarlet 

Diphtheria. 

Whooping  Fever. 

Diarrhoea. 

Deaths  under 

Zymotic 

F  ever. 

Cough 

one  year 

Diseases 

per  1000 

Cols.  3  to  9. 

births 

(1) 

(V 

(3) 

w 

(5) 

(6) 

(7)  (8) 

(9) 

(10) 

England  &  Wales, 

1899  18-3 

2'21 

•01 

•31 

•12 

•29 

•3  -2 

•98 

163 

This  Division,  1896  14'3 

32 

*54: 

1-9 

•54 

•18 

140 

„  1897  13-6 

•16 

•16 

107 

„  1898  9  6 

•16 

•16 

31 

,.  1899  12-4 

•3 

•3 

112 

The  two  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  give  a 

,  Zymotic  deathrate  of 

■3  per  1000.  The  folio 

wing  are  particulars 

of  9  deaths 

of  importance- 

from  a  Sanitary  point  of  view: — 


Locality 

Sex 

Age 

Cause 

West  Knighton 

F. 

65 

Influenza 

Warmwell 

M. 

3  mths. 

Erysipelas 

Dewlish 

F. 

70 

Influenza 

Winterborne  Came 

F. 

4  mths. 

Diarrhoea 

Workhouse 

M. 

62 

Fordington 

F. 

24 

Puerperal  Fever 

Workhouse 

M. 

87 

Influenza 

M 

F. 

76 

II 

»» 

F. 

66 

II 

In  addition,  the  particulars  of  the  7  deaths  from  Consumption  should  be  given  now  that  this  disease  is  known  to  be  to  some- 
extent  preventable. 


Locality 

Sex 

Age 

Duration 

Fordington 

M. 

18 

9  months 

Whitcombe 

F. 

48 

8  years 

Broadmayne 

M. 

59 

Not  stated 

West  Knighton 

F. 

31 

Workhouse 

M. 

29 

Stinsford 

M. 

20 

Winterborne  Came 

F. 

30 

*♦ 

The  rate  of  Infant  mortality  (measured  by  the  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  to  births  registered)  is  1 12  per 
1000  births,  against  3P4  in  1898— of  course  it  could  not  be  expected  to  remain  at  this  very  low  figure — 107  in  1897,  and  140  in  1896. 
The  rate  of  Child  mortality  (measured  by  the  number  of  deaths  of  children  over  one  year  of  age  and  under  5  was  only  7‘5  per  1000’ 
births.  The  following  8  cases  of  infections  sickness  were  notified  to  me  : — 


Date 

Sex 

Age 

Locality 

Disease 

April  12 

M. 

21 

Stinsford 

Scarlet  Fever 

May  14 

M. 

24 

Broadmayne 

Diphtheria 

J  uly  8 

F. 

10 

Workhouse 

Scarlet  Fever 

Nov.  6 

F. 

20 

Fordington 

»» 

„  16 

F. 

16 

Winterborne  Came  ,, 

„  17 

F. 

18 

Fordington 

Dec.  5 

F. 

4 

Piddlehinton 

.. 

„  16 

F. 

2 

»» 

„ 

All  the  above  were  of  a  very  mild  type,  the  precautions  taken  prevented  any  spreading  of  the  diseases,  with  the  single  exception 
of  the  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  at  Pi  ddlehinton,  where  one  sister  contracted  it  from  the  other.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the 
removal  of  the  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  from  the  Workhouse  to  the  Sanitary  Hospital,  and  the  thorough  disinfection  carried  out  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  were  the  means  of  preventing  the  extension  of  it  among  the  inmates  ;  his  exertions  also  in  the  other  localities  kept 

these  infectious  diseases  in  check.  The  water  supply  has  been  improved  in  several  cases,  and  is  better  than  in  many  rural  districts. 

Particulars  of  sewerage  and  drainage  will  befound  below,  Theearthsystemisadoptedinthe  main.  TheSanitarv  Hospital  situatedin  this- 
division  has  done  much  good  in  isolating  two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  one  being  a  child  from  the  Workhouse  aged  10,  and  the 
other  a  young  groom  from  Stinsford,  both  made  good  recoveries.  In  this  Institution  seven  other  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  treated, 
particulars  of  these  cases  are  given  in  my  Urban  Sanitary  Report.  Having  quite  recently  made  a  special  report  on  Tuberculosis  (a 
copy  of  which  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Local  Government  Board  and  the  County  Council)  I  need  not  at  present  say  anything 
further  on  the  subject.  As  regards  hanging  of  the  marking  classes,  31  more  houses  were  built  in  Fordington  Parish,  adjoining  the 
County  town,  and  several  are  being  built  (58  were  built  in  the  previous  year).  The  slaughter-houses  and  bake-houses  have  been  in* 
spected  and  whitewashed  to  the  satisfaction  of  Mr.  Hinchclvffe,  who  has  in  many  ways  greatly  assisted  me.  There  are  no  common 
lodging-houses  in  this  division. 

The  matters  for  congratulation  are: — 

1.  Very  low  Zymotic  Death-rate,  ’3  per  1000  (that  for  England  and  Wales  being  2'2) 

2.  Raising  the  average  age  at  death  from  51  to  54  (it  was  39  in  1897  and  38  in  1896.) 

3.  Very  low  child  death-rate  7'5  per  1000  births  (only  one  child  having  died  between  one  and  five  years  of  age). 

4.  Only  two  cases  of  infectious  illness  (mild  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  the  same  house)  at  present  in  the  whole  division. 
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Dorchester  (Western). — Mr.  W.  Rendall. 

Area  37045. 

Population  (census  1891)  5578  ;  estimated  to  middle  of  1899,  5904. 

As  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  above  division,  I  have  the  honour  of  presenting  von  with  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1899, 

The  births  registered  were  10(5,  giving  a  birth-rate  of  17-95  per  1000. 

Hie  deaths  registered  were  9(5,  of  this  number,  41  occurred  in  the  County  Asylum  among  persons  not  belonging  to  this  division, 
and  should  be  left  out  in  estimating  the  normal  death-rate. 

Including  the  4L  deaths,  the  death-rate  is  16  26,  leaving  them  out9'3l.  The  latter  figure  represents  the  normal  death-rate  of  this 
division,  and  being  exceptionally  low  is  very  satisfactory.  Of  the  55  deaths  occurring  outside  the  County  Asylum  2  are  due  to  diarrhoea 
2  to  Phthisis,  9  to  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia,  6  to  Heart  Disease,  1  to  Measles,  leaving  35  due  to  other  causes  not  mentioned  in  Table 
A  ,  and  in  this  number  are  included  6  cases  in  which  inquests  were  held,  death  being  attributed  in  one  case  to  accidental  drowning 
and  in  the  others,  the  usual  verdict,  Heart  disease  of  long  standing,  was  returned. 

No  death  was  due  to  Zymotic  disease. 

Infantile  Mortality.— 12  infants  died  under  the  age  of  1  year,  which  gives  an  average  infant  mortality  of  1 1 3  20  per  1000  births 
registered,  this  is  unusually  high  fora  rural  district,  but  it  is  not  due  to  any  special  cause,  the  deaths  bein°- certified  as  follows  P  Tuber¬ 
culosis,  2  Inquests  no  cause  assigned,  1  Diarrhoea,  l  Measles,  1  Bronchitis,  4  Debility  from  Birth.  2  Convulsions  and  Teething  —Total  12 

Infectious  Sickness.— During  the  year,  17  cases  have  been  notified  to  me  viz  :— 2  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  at  Martinstown  6  at 
Longbredy,  1  at  Charminster. 

3  cases  of  Erysipelas  at  Martinstown,  2  at  Stratton,  3  at  Charminster. 

The  2  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  at  Martinstown  were  apparently  due  to  insanitary  conditions  existing  on  the  premises. 

The  one  at  Charminster  occurred  through  infection  from  a  visitor. 

The  6  cases  at  Longbredy  were  notified  at  some  interval.  27th  April,  2  cases,  27th  May,  1  case.  All  three  being  in  the  same 
family,  at  an  isolated  dairy-house,  one  mile  from  the  village. 

30th  June,  l  case  in  the  village  of  Longbredy,  27th  October,  2  cases  in  the  village  of  Longbredy  and  in  one  family. 

It  was  impossible  to  trace  the  origin  of  the  first  2  cases  in  April  exceptin  one  way,  outbreaks  of  Scarlet  Fever  frequently  originate 
at  dairies,  from  which  it  would  appear  that  the  surroundings  of  dairies  are  favourable  to  the  development  of  the  disease. 

Although  the  first  cases  in  April  were  so  well  isolated  and  every  precaution  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease,  yet,  I 
think  the  subsequent  cases  were  probably  due  to  them,  infection  having  been  conveyed  in  a  way  that  could  not  be  traced. 

The  6  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  all  of  a  mild  type. 

\V  ater  Supply.  During  the  past  summer  owing  to  the  very  dry  weather,  there  was  a  general  scarcity  of  water  throughout  the 
division,  which  was  more  severely  felt  at  Maiden  Newton  than  elsewhere,  owing  to  the  supply  being  derived  from  shallow  wells. 

Many  of  the  inhabitants  who  were  originally  opposed  to  a  new  water  supply  for  the  village,  were  then  complaining  that  the 
proposed  scheme  had  not  been  carried  out. 

I  articulars  of  the  sanitary  work  during  the  year  are  given  in  the  enclosed  return,  and  I  think  the  small  amount  of  infectious 
sickness,  and  the  fact  that  no  death  was  due  to  Zymotic  Disease,  testify  to  the  efficient  manner  in  which  this  work  lias  been  carried 

out. 

As  my  suggestions  of  previous  years  still  occupy  your  time  and  attention,  I  refrain  from  adding  more,  not  wishing  to  increase  your 
responsibilities. 


Poole — Mr.  J.  R.  Philpots. 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  Fourteenth  Annual  Report  on  the  Sanitary  conditions  and  vital  statistics  of  the  Rural 
District  of  Poole,  which  includes  Canford,  Kinson,  Lytchett  Minster,  and  Lytchett  Matravers. 

I  also  submit  forms  A  &  B  relating  to  deaths  and  sickness,  supplied  to  me  and  filled  up  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Local  Government  Board. 


The  Area  of  the  whole  District  is 


18,853  acres  made  up  as  follows: — 


Acres. 

Canford 

7679 

Kinson 

4714 

Lytchett  Minster 

3173 

Lytchett  Matravers 

3287 

1 8853 

The  population  of  the  whole  district  from  June  30th,  1898,  to  June  30th,  1899,  was  4390,  an  increase  of  87. 
The  births  from  January  1st  to  December  31st,  1899—133,  66  males  and  67  females,  or  30-2  per  thousand. 
The  following  Table  shows  the  distribution  of  births  throughout  the  district. 

Distribution.  January 
Canford  3 

Kinson  4 

Lytchett  Minster  4 
Lytchett  Matravers  3 

Totals  14 

The  deaths  in  the  district  numbered  66 — equal  to  15-0  per  thousand. 

Infant  Mortality  rate  is  97‘7  per  thousand  births  registered. 


February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

5 

3 

2 

3 

1 

3 

0 

2 

4 

0 

3 

4 

6 

2 

7 

5 

5 

6 

5 

5 

3 

3 

3 

0 

4 

4 

4 

3 

l 

1 

4 

0 

0 

4 

1 

0 

2 

4 

0 

0 

15 

10 

11 

9 

13 

12 

11 

15 

10 

6 

December  Tl. 
4  30 

2  54 

1  31 

0  18 


1 33 
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M  O  H.  Reports,  1899,  Rural. 

Sixteen  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  have  been  notified  to  me  during  the  year,  7  Scarlet  Fever,  5  Diphtheria,  4  Erysipelas,  as  against 
10  in  the  previous  one.  Two  deaths  occurred. 


Date. 

Initials. 

Age. 

Locality. 

District. 

Disease. 

Jan.  7 

R.J.N. 

10  months 

East  Howe 

Kinson 

>Scarlet  Fever 

A  pi.  14 

W.H. 

23 

Lytchett  Minster 

Lytchett  Minster 

Diphtheria 

.,  14 

A.H. 

4  vears 

Wallis  Down 

Kinson 

Scarlet  Fever 

„  24 

S.D. 

29 "  „ 

Broadstone 

Canford 

Diphtheria 

„  26 

H.H. 

6  n 

Wallis  Down 

Kinson 

Scarlet  Fever 

„  26 

A.H. 

3  „ 

Wallis  Down 

Kinson 

Scarlet  Fever 

Aug.  29 

A.G.B. 

7 

Broadstone 

Canford 

Scarlet  Fever 

Sept.  21 

W.B. 

40 

Wallis  Down 

Kinson 

Erysipelas 

28 

S.B. 

19 

Broadstone 

Canford 

Scarlet  Fever 

Oct.  15 

J.W. 

33 

Lytchett  Minster 

Lytchett  Minster 

Erysipelas 

.,  16 

A.B. 

3 

Broadstone 

Canford 

Diphtheria 

„  20 

E.B. 

4  n 

Broadstone 

Canford 

Diphtheria 

„  26 

C.W.F. 

45  „ 

Lytchett  Minster 

Lytchett  Minster 

Erysipelas 

.,  29 

R.L. 

6 

Knighton 

Canford 

Diphtheria 

Nov.  2 

M.H. 

7  ,1 

Wallis  Down 

Kinson 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

J.F. 

64 

Moredown 

Lytchett  Minster 

Erysipelas 

The  Notification  Act  came  into  force  in  the  district  on  1st  March,  1892. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Seven  cases  were  notified,  mostly  of  a  mild  type,  no  deaths  occurring.  Isolation  and  disinfection  were  carried 
out.  in  each  case.  Diphtheria — Five  cases  with  one  death.  Erysipelas — Four  cases  with  one  death.  About  fifty  cases  of  Chicken-pox 
occurred  at  Broadstone  in  April.  Influenza  was  prevalent  at  Lower  Lytchett  in  April. 

Water  Supply,  Kinson.— In  July  the  agreement  was  come  to  with  the  Bournemouth  Gas  and  Water  Company  that  they  should 
supply  the  Main  and  East  Roads  with  their  water  and  the  work  is  now  in  progress.  This  will  remedy  much  of  the  evil  mentioned  in 
my  last  report. 

Canford. — The  Broadstone  water  supply  which  is  derived  from  Waterloo  Pond  is  in  a  much  more  satisfactory  condition.  The 
Mains  are  frequently  flushed  and  there  have  been  no  complaints  of  late. 

Lytchett  Minster. — The  new  well  at  Lower  Lytehett  has  not  proved  quite  satisfactory,  in  spite  of  every  effort  to  make  it  so.  Several 
shallow  wells  have  been  deepened  and  various  improvements  made. 

During  the  year  I  have  made  frequent  visits  of  Inspection  in  all  parts  of  the  district  and  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  favourably 
of  its  sanitary  condition  generally.  Matters  requiring  attention  were  noted  in  my  journal  and  duly  brought  before  the  Board. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — In  this  district  there  is  neither. 

Excrement  Disposal  is  mainly  carried  out  by  privies  and  the  dry  earth  system.  There  are  a  few  cesspools  in  Broadstone. 

Isolation  Hospital  is  under  the  control  of  the  Kinson  Urban  District  Council. 

Means  for  Disinfection. — Sulphur  fumigation  is  adopted  in  all  cases  of  Infectious  Disease.  It  should  be  pointed  out  however 
that  this  is  by  no  means  a  reliable  method  of  disinfection.  It  has  been  experimentally  proved  that  disease  germs  are  not  effectually 
destroyed  by  it. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. — There  have  been  a  few  complaints  of  insanitary  dwellings  but  none  of  overcrowding  brought  to 
my  notice  during  the  year. 

Slaughter-houses  are  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

Bake-houses.  These  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  found  generally  in  fairly  good  condition.  I  would  suggest  that  a  printed 
copy  of  Bakehouse  regulations  issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board  should  be  supplied  to  each  bakehouse  in  the  district. 

I  have  again  to  acknowledge  the  courtesy  and  support  I  have  received  from  your  Council  and  its  Officers. 


Shaftesbury — Mr.  R.  H.  Sawyer. 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the  Rural  District  of  Shaftesbury  for  the  year  1S99. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  about  41036  acres. 

The  population  according  to  the  census  of  1891  was  11630,  and  estimated  to  the  middle  of  the  year  1899,  would  be  about  11839. 

The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year  was  214.  The  birth  rate  per  lOOo  of  population,  18. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district  was  146,  making  a  death  rate  of  1 2'2  per  1000,  and  infant  mortality  per  1000 
births  registered  of  84. 

Three  deaths  occurred  from  Diphtheria,  two  from  Measles,  one  from  Whooping  Cough,  seven  from  Diarrhoea,  eight  from  Phthisis, 
twenty-four  from  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia,  and  Pleurisy,  twenty-six  from  Diseases  of  the  Heart,  three  from  Injuries,  and  seventy- 
one  from  other  causes. 

The  various  ages  at  which  deaths  occurred  were  :  Eighteen  under  one  year,  nine  above  one  year  and  under  five  years,  two  above 
five  years  and  under  fifteen,  five  were  above  fifteen  and  under  twenty-five,  forty-two  were  above  twenty-five  and  under  sixty-five, 
and  there  were  sixty-nine  who  were  over  the  age  of  sixty-five  at  the  time  of  their  deaths. 

Five  Inquests  were  held  in  the  district  during  the  year. 

Scarlatina  was  very  prevalent  dnring  the  year  in  the  Gillingham  district,  but  of  a  mild  form  generally,  but  new  cases  have 
constantly  been  recurring  in  that  neighbourhood.  There  has  also  been  a  few  occasional  cases  in  other  parts  of  the  district. 

Diphtheria  have  been  prevalent  is  the  Fontmell  district,  occasioning  two  deaths  in  that  Parish.  There  has  also  been  other  cases 
occasionally  in  other  parts  of  the  district,  but  not  of  the  same  epidemic  character  as  at  Fontmell. 

One  complaint  was  made  to  me  respecting  the  over-crowding  of  a  cottage  at  Buckhorn  Weston,  in  which  there  were  considerable 
dilapidations  also.  These,  with  the  necessary  arrangements  which  were  required  in  the  garden,  which,  at  the  time  of  my  inspection, 
were  conspicuous  by  their  almost  entire  absence,  were  brought  to  your  notice  at  the  time,  and  were  ordered  by  you  to  be  rectified. 
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M.O  H.  Reports.  1899,  Rural. 

fc„»;  SS1 'be  A”lhr“  *““""'1  ““  *‘  «»“  r“>'  •»  the  M„e  Ro.d,  .nd 

d^sIEE“!ES“~“ 

•  °™  Me“"”’  "'h,ch  h*re  ’•'“  ™* *****  •-  «*»* 
Disinfections  have  been  executed  by  Mr.  W.  Genge,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  in  cases  of  infectious  diseases  occurring 

All  parts  of  the  district  hare  been  visited  by  me  at  intervals. 

Slaughter-houses  and  bakeries  also  within  the  district  have  been  inspected  by  me 
fntnri»  1,Vswable  that  ,eitjier  some  stable  house  or  building  should  be  set  apart  to  be  used  as  an  isolation  hospital  when  reouired  in 

-  *-*»»  t‘«H=t ..  enable  ,be  p.tl.l..  tS  b° 


Sherborne— Mr.  W.  H.  Williams. 

Area  of  the  District  39049  acres.  Population  6634.  Occupation,  agricultural  and  tdovemakinc* 
m  dea“SI«Va“i  and '  fill '^femtdea-— being'll  '?  T  “d 

There  has  not  been  any  epidemic  of  infectious  disease  during  the  year. 

in  f  lheire  uaVe  bCen  ^  deatl1S  from  ^’btbisis,  18  from  other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs.  11  from  Heart  Disease  Of  n 
10  from  Influenza,  and  one  from  Accidental  Drowning  45  of  the  43  deaths  nearlv  an  •/  */  eart  Ul,sea8e‘  9  from  Cancer, 

over  110  (both  fen, alee),  nineteen  over  80  (It  females  Snd  S  °L £)!“  0  £&?  »  *7^ 

deaths  were  under  one  year,  giving  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  73-17  per  1 000  births.  ^  12  female8)-  Nme  of  the 

ine  following  table  epitomises  the  ages  at  which  the  deaths  occurred  throughout  the  district  : _ 

9 
1 
4 
3 
23 
53 


Deaths  under  1  year  of  age 
„  over  1  and  under  5 

... 

n  ii  5  ,,  15 

ii  ii  15  ,,  2o 

ii  ii  25  ,,  65 

„  from  65  upwards 

•  •• 

Total 


93 


1890,  continues  to  work  satisfactorily.  During  the  past  year 

non m ti ir  in  I'nnn  - ai.  _  i  x-  J 


Prevalence  of  Disease.— The  Notification  Act,  adopted  in  March,  icsu,  c 

thrm  t'!,0iCaSeSi0fr,nteCt'iMU'S  <hseasu  rwure  reported— both  Diphtheria,  occurring  in  Purse  Caundle— ^ivincr  the  very  low  rate' nf~'n 
SSSJta*  P°PUlatl0n-  TherC  "  D°  lDfcCfci0aS  district,  and  there  is  no  apparatus  for™? 

bonacK.  bnt  ”'”"M  «•  *  •*  ™*~  -  «er,„Ppll  for  ,be  adjoLpf 

5S^JgS-S2 

The  Hont'in^nf  ?nSe 'vvDdi  ?xc™ment  Disposal:— This  remains  in  the  same  condition  as  in  former  years. 

I  he  Housing  ot  the  Working  Classes: — Ihere  is  nothing  fresh  to  report  on  this  subject. 

Routine  Work: — Houses  and  Premises  Inspected  ...  ...  83 

Premises  having  insufficient  Drainage 
Defective  Drains  Ac., 

Wells  unfit  for  use 
Deficient  Water  Supply 

the  yea?™  ^  Visited  ^  inSr>ected  the  outfalls  of  the  Yeovil,  Sherborne,  and  Milborne 


12 

25 

5 

83 


Port  Sewerage  Works  several  times  during 
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M.O.H,  Reports,  1899,  Rural. 

Sturminster — Dr.  J.  Comyns  Leach. 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my  Report  for  the  year  18110,  a  year,  so  far  as  our  Sanitary  District  is  concerned 
that  may  well  be  described  as  a  healthy  one,  its  statistics  in  almost  every  case  being  more  than  usually  favourable.  Taking  these 
statistics  in  the  order  which  has  been  adopted  for  their  better  comparison,  they  are  as  follows  :  — 

Area. — The  area  of  the  district  is  39,342  acres. 

Population. — The  population  according  to  the  census  of  1891  was  9383.  I  have  estimated  it  for  the  middle  of  1899  to  be  9670. 

Rirths. — The  number  of  births  registered  was  215,  of  these  107  were  males  and  103  females.  The  average  of  the  three  preceding 
years  was  220. 

Birth-rate. — This  is  therefo-e  22  2  per  10  )0  persons  living,  the  triennial  average  being  23  0.  The  same  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  for  1899  was  29  3  being  the  lowest  on  record. 

Deaths. — -The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  same  perio  1  was  146,  and  of  these  60  were  males,  and  86  females,  a  la"ger 
proportion  of  females  than  usual. 

Death  Rate. — This  derived  from  these  figures  works  out  at  15  0  per  100),  a  fairly  favourable  rate,  that  for  England  and  Wales 
being  18'3.  a  very  average  rate. 

The  average  age  at  death  for  the  whole  district  is  48  years,  it  being  45  years  for  the  Sturminster  and  50  years  for  the  Stalbridge 
Registration  Sub-districts. 

The  excess  oE  births  over  deaths  was  69  this  being  the  natural  increase  of  population. 

Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases. — The  number  of  these  deaths  during  the  year  was  8  and  consisted  of  1  death  from  Croup  in  a 
delicate  child  of  8  occurring  in  the  parish  of  Fifehead  Neville,  1  from  Enteric  Fever  in  a  lad  of  14  living  at  Butts  Pond  in  the  parish  of 
Sturminster,  2  from  Measles,  one  in  a  20  months  old  child  at  Stalbridge,  and  the  other  in  an  infant  of  8  months  at  Hammoon.  Both 
were  complicated  cases,  the  former  with  Pneumonia,  and  the  latter  with  Bronchitis.  The  other  4  cases  of  Zymotic  diseases  were 
deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  call  for  no  special  comment. 

This  Zymotic  mortality  gives  a  death  rate  of  '82  per  lrtno,  a  very  low  rate  when  compared  with  the  rest  of  England  and  Wales 
which  for  the  same  period  was  221,  whilst  the  average  for  the  three  preceding  years  in  onr  own  district  was  I’ll. 

Infantile  Mortality. — This  is  calculated  from  the  proportion  of  children  dying  under  the  age  of  one  year  to  births  registered  which 
in  1899  totalled  28,  but  as  14  of  these  wore  registered  as  having  been  prematurely  bo-n  only  surviving  their  birth  a  few  hours  and  in 
one  or  two  instances  a  few  days,  it  has  not  the  significance  that  would  otherwise  attach  to  it.  The  infantile  mortality  which, 
including  all,  stands  at  130  2  per  1000  births,  would,  excluding  the  prematurely  born  children,  be  only  65 •  1 .  The  same  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  was  163. 

Prevalence  of  Disease,  &c. — During  1899  there  were  33  notifications  under  the  Act  of  Infections  Diseases,  14  being  ascribed  to 
Scarlet  Fever,  6  to  Diphtheria,  3  to  Enteric  Fever,  1  to  Continued  Fever,  and  9  to  Erysipelas.  There  was  only  1  death,  viz; — the 
case  of  Enteric  Fever  which  occurred  in  a  lad  of  14  and  was  complicated  by  a  concurrent  attack  of  Acute  Phthisis.  The  cases  were 
scattered  throughout  the  district,  and  no  epidemic  of  either  of  the  infectious  diseases  could  be  said  to  exist.  Of  the  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  4  occurred  in  the  parish  of  Sturminster,  4  in  Marnhull,  3  in  Ly  Hindi,  2  in  MAastoa  an  l  1  in  Hasulbury.  3  of  the  cases  of 
Diphtheria  occurred  in  Marnhull,  2  in  Stalbridge,  and  1  in  Ram  noon.  All  the  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  h  vd  their  origin  in  one  house 
at  Butts  Pond  in  Sturminster,  and  was  undoubtedly  due  to  defective  drainage.  The  single  case  of  Continued  Fever  was  notified 
from  Hammoon. 

Of  the  deaths  from  special  diseases,  10  were  due  to  Phthisis,  21  to  the  other  chest  affections,  viz: — Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and 
Pleurisy  and  22  from  Heart  Disease.  Only  2  deaths  were  attributed  to  Influenza,  one  bein  :  complicated  with  Pneumonia,  the  other 
with  Bronchitis.  Cancer  were  registered  as  the  cause  of  death  in  7  cases,  5  being  situate  in  the  Stomach  and  2  in  the  Rectum. 

Water  Supply. — The  attention  of  your  Council  has  been  frequently  taken  up  with  the  difficulties  arising  out  of  the  attempts  to 
provide  water  for  the  parishes  of  Haselbury  and  Lydlinch,  and  with  reference  to  Haselbury  I  am  glad  to  report  that  they  have  been 
satisfactorily  surmounted,  and  as  soon  as  certain  legal  formalities  have  been  completed  the  work  will  be  begun.  As  to  Lydlinch  I  am 
sorry  to  say  we  have  not  got  so  far.  In  a  report  made  by  me  to  your  Council  I  have  outlined  a  scheme  by  which  a  constant  and  pure 
supply  could  be  obtained  for  that  parish,  but  the  proprietor  of  the  spring  from  which  we  hoped  to  take  our  supply  has,  I  fear, 
rendered  the  scheme  hopeless  by  the  high  compensation  he  has  demanded.  Probably  a  settlement  by  arbitration  might  overcome 
this,  if  so.  the  future  expense  of  maintaining  the  supply  would  be  small,  as  the  whole  supply  would  be  obtained  by  gravitation.  In 
Okeford  Common,  your  Council  have  carried  out  my  proposal  for  a  better  supply  with  excellent  results,  and  the  inhabitants  of  that 
part  of  the  parish  will  have  a  good  supply  in  future.  Little  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  systematic  Sewerage  and  Drainage  in  the 
district,  nor  does  it  seem  that  much  is  now  required  except  in  individual  instances  whore  cleaning  and  repairing  have  been 
effectual. 

Isolation  Hospital. — There  is  none  in  the  district,  and  the  necessity  for  one  has  not  as  yet  been  an  urgent  one,  consisting  as  our 
district  does,  of  small  towns  and  scattered  villages. 

Ttie  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  continues  to  be  that  of  the  average  agricultural  district,  but  imp-oved  cottage 
accommodation  would  be  a  valuable  factor  in  improving  the  public  health.  There  are  no  noxious  or  other  trades  carried  on  in  the 
district  that  are  prejudicial  or  injurious  to  health,  and  the  conditions  of  health  in  the  district  generally  are  satisfactorv. 


Wareham — Mr.  F.  D.  Lys. 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1899,  prepa-ed  according  to  the  suggestions  of  the  County- 
Council. 

Area.— The  district  comprises  93,098  acres.  The  population  according  to  the  census  of  1891  was  11799  and  estimated  to  the  middle 
of  1899  it  is  12,774. 

There  were  272  births  registered  during  the  year,  giving  a  birth-rate  of  2D29  per  1000  compared  with  21  -72  in  1898.  There  were 
139  deaths  registered  including  7  who  died  in  the  Workhouse  but  deducting  3  of  these  who  did  not  belong  to  the  district  136—14  less 
than  last  year — a  death-rate  of  10  6  per  1000  compared  with  1 1*38  in  1898. 

Of  these  72  or  more  than  half  of  the  total  numbers  were  above  65  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  death.  No  death  has  occurred  from 
either  of  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases.  The  two  cases  of  Diarrhoea  which  were  registered,  I  have  placed  under  the  heading 
“all  other  diseases”  as  they  did  not  appear  to  be  Zymotic. 
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M  O.H.  Reports,  1899,  Rural. 

Infantile  Mortality. — There  were  16  deaths  in  infants  under  1  year  of  age,  4  less  than  last  year  and  12  less  than  in  1897,  giving  a 
death-rate  of  58'8  per  1000  births  compared  with  72  99  for  1898. 

Only  10  deaths  were  due  to  Phthisis  and  19  to  Inflammation  of  the  Respiratory  Organs. 

It  is  a  satisfaction  tome  to  be  able  to  point  out  the  continued  diminution  in  the  death-rate  from  year  to  year,  and  especially 
compared  with  the  quinquennial  period  commencing  1881  at  which  time  the  average  rate  was  16  per  1000. 

I  have  received  65  certificates  under  the  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  Act,  namely  41  of  Scarlatina,  12  of  Diphtheria,  5  of 
Typhoid,  and  7  of  Erysipelas. 

Scarlatina  of  a  very  mild  type  has  been  prevalent  at  Church  Knowle  in  October  and  November,  where  it  originated  from  a  con¬ 
valescent  who  came  from  London  and  from  this  source  it  spread  from  the  school.  It  was  therefore  necessary  to  close  the  school  as  I 
reported  to  yon  from  September  29th  to  November  20th.  The  disease  also  occurred  in  5  houses  at  Stoborough  in  November.  It  was  con¬ 
tracted  at  the  Wareham  School  and  I  deemed  it  necessary  to  close  the  school  from  November  18th  to  the  27th  in  order  to  locate  the 
disease  and  exclude  children  from  infected  houses. 

The  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  sporadic  and  mostly  of  a  mild  character.  There  were  4  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  at  Langton 
Matravers  in  September  traceable  to  the  water  at  Coombe  Dairy.  The  well  has  been  closed  and  a  supply  laid  on  from  the  Swanage 
Company’s  Main.  It  is  difficult  to  trace  the  source  of  the  bacillus  but  the  house  has  been  under  repair  and  it  may  have  come  from  the 
workpeople  or  be  due  to  the  disturbance  of  some  latent  germ.  There  was  also  a  case  at  Furzebrook  in  the  Parish  of  Church  Knowle 
where  a  man  had  come  from  Portland  where  he  had  contracted  the  disease.  In  this  case  it  was  necessary  to  order  the  destruction  of 
the  bedding,  etc.  All  the  infected  houses  have  been  white  washed  and  disinfected  by  burning  sulphur. 

Water  Supply. — -Langton  Matravers  has  now  water  laid  on  from  the  Swanage  Water  Company  which  will  remedy  the  deficiency 
in  this  respect  to  which  I  have  so  often  referred,  and  at  Wilkswood  Dairy  some  good  water  has  been  procured.  At  Tadnoll  Dairy,  river 
water  is  still  used  without  filtration,  and  this  is  in  my  opinion  a  source  of  danger  which  ought  to  be  removed.  In  the  other  parts  of 
the  district  the  supply  is  satisfactory. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — There  is  no  regular  system  of  drainage  in  any  part  of  the  district.  The  old  privies  with  the  accumulations 
of  years  in  the  vaults  have  been  converted  into  earth  ones  as  opportunities  have  occurred. 

Cottage  Accommodation.— An  improvement  in  cottage  .accommodation  is  still  to  be  desired  specially  in  the  amount  of  cubic  space, 
too  many  bedrooms  being  small  and  without  a  fireplace  or  other  means  of  ventilation. 

Slaughter  and  Bakehouses. — I  have  inspected  slaughter  and  bakehouses  which  I  have  generally  found  satisfactory  and  also  cow¬ 
houses  and  dairies  more  especially  those  from  whence  milk  is  supplied  to  Swanage,  and  have  reported  to  you  various  sanitary 
improvements  needed.  I  have  made  a  systematic  inspection  of  the  whole  district  with  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  made  special 
visits  from  time  to  time  to  enquire  into  the  cause  of  any  outbreak  of  infectious  disease,  and  to  advise  measures  for  its  control. 


Weymouth -Mr.  W.  Hawkins  (2nd  half-year). 

I  beg  to  lay  before  you  my  Report  for  the  six  months  ending  December,  1899. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  80000  acres,  and  the  population  about  8760.  The  number  of  births  for  the  period  under  observation  is 
87,  or  19.8  per  1000. 

The  mortality  for  the  same  period  is  59,  which  is  rather  below  the  average,  and  runs  to  18-4  per  1000. 

There  was  only  one  death  from  Zymotic  disease,  and  this  was  an  imported  case  of  Typhoid  Fever,  which  was  sent  into  the  Port 
Sanitary  Hospital. 

The  Infantile  mortality  numbered  10 — this  is  below  the  average 

Influenza  was  very  prevalent  during  the  last  two  months  of  the  year,  and  appeared  to  be  of  a  milder  type  than  formerly. 

38  cases  of  sickness  were  notified,  30  of  which  were  Scarlet  Fever.  These  were  all  mild  cases,  and  there  were  no  deaths.  Most  of 
these  were  in  Broadway  and  Upwey,  and  Broadway  School  was  closed  for  three  weeks. 

Water  Supply. — The  Weymouth  pipes  are  now  laid  on  for  Broadway,  Upwey,  Chickerell,  and  Wyke,  and  should  be  generally  used. 

At  Rhodden,  in  the  Parish  of  Abbotsbury,  water  has  been  laid  on  by  the  owners,  and  at  Langton  Herring  the  supply  has  been 
increased  by  a  new  well,  with  a  windmill  for  lifting  purposes. 

The  drainage  of  Wyke  Regis  has  occupied  your  attention  for  some  time,  and,  I  trust,  will  be  successfully  dealt  with  during  the 
coming  year. 

Cioset  accommodation  is  improved,  and  the  earth  system  in  general  use. 

The  housing  of  the  working  classes  in  some  of  the  outlying  districts  leaves  much  to  be  desired. 

Tables  A  and  B  are  made  out  for  the  whole  year. 


Wimborne  and  Cranborne — Mr.  C.  H.  Watts  Parkinson. 

Area,  82550  acres.  Population,  1891,  14,286  ;  estimated  to  middle  of  1899,  15'>00.  Births,  361—24  per  1000.  Deaths  registered 
187 _ 12  46  per  lOiiO;  corrected,  194 — 12 '9 3  per  1000.  Zymotic  rate,  '3  per  1000.  Infantile  mortality  per  1000  births,  88  6.  Natural 

increase,  174.  * 

During  1899 — 361  births  were  registered— 186  males  and  175  females — 1  morethanin  1893;  while  187  deaths  were  registe  ed,  or  8 
more  than °in  1898.  The  corrected  number  is  19  4—12  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  district  having  occurred  outside  it,  while  5 
deaths  of  strangers  have  to  be  deducted,  and  in  this  number  the  death  from  Diphtheria  is  included. 

The  Zymotic  mortality  is  -3  per  100  I,  and  is  made  up  of  1  case  of  Puerperal  Fever  and  4  of  all  sorts  of  Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery. 
The  case  of  Diphtheria  is  not  included  in  this,  as  the  patient  was  brought  into  the  district  while  suffering.  The  mortality  from 
notifiable  diseases  is  only  '06,  and  the  same  as  1898. 

The  deaths  of  infants  were  32,  8  more,  and  the  infantile  mortality  per  1000  births  is  88’6,  while  the  natural  increase  of 
Population  is  174  instead  of  181. 
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M.O  H.  Reports,  1S99,  Rural. 


WIMBORNE  RURAL  DIVISION. 

Population,  1891,  7005  ;  estimated  to  middle  of  1899,  8100.  Births.  196 — 107  males  and  89  females — 24  per  1000.  Deaths 
registered,  luo — 122  per  1000  ;  corrected,  105 — 12  8.  Zymotic  rate,  ’24  Infantile  mortality  per  1000  births,  92  (nearly).  Natural 
increase  96. 

196  births  were  registered,  being  3  less,  and  at  the  rate  of  24  per  1000  population  ;  while  D  O  deaths  were  registered,  being  3  more 
than  in  1898,  and  deducting  3  deaths  of  persons  not  belonging  to  the  district,  but  adding  8  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  district 
who  died  outside,  the  true  mortality  is  luo,  being  at  the  rate  of  12'8  per  1000  estimated  population. 

The  Zymotic  mortality,  excluding  the  death  of  a  person  coming  to  the  district  with  Diphtheria  from  Wimborne  town,  consists  of 
one  death  from  notifiable  disease,  viz.,  Puerperal  Fever,  and  one  front  Dysentery,  being  at  the  rate  of  ‘24  per  1000 

18  deaths  of  infants  were  registered.  This  is  about  the  average  number,  but  compares  with  the  very  small  number  in  1898  of  9,  and 
the  infantile  mortality  per  1000  births  is  92  (nearly). 

Deaths. — Infants,  18  (10  males,  8  females) — 1  Dysentery,  1  Influenza  and  Bronchitis,  1  Convulsions,  4  Convulsions  and  Bronchitis, 
4  Bronchitis,  etc.,  and  7  Premature  Birth,  etc. 

Age  1--5 — 1  female,  Influenza  and  Bronchitis. 

,,  5--05 — 36  (13  males  anil  23  females),  1  Diphtheria  (came  with  disease).  1  Puerperal  Fever,  2  Child-birth,  3  Influenza  and 
Bronchitis,  8  Phthisis,  1  Injury,  1  Cancer,  1  Bronchitis,  etc.,  6  Heart  and  2  Brain  Disease  (l  person  came  in  ill  health). 

Over  65 — -45  (25  males,  20  females) — 1  Influenza  and  Bronchit's,  5  Cancer,  1  Drowned,  6  Bronchitis,  etc,,  7  Hear);  and  6  Brain 
Disease.  1  came  to  the  district  ill;  while  1  death  was  over  90  and  11  over  80. 

The  increase  is  in  the  deaths  of  infants  alone,  and  is  due  to  Bronchitis  and  Convulsions,  and  the  deaths  from  Premature  Birth, 
etc.,  have  increased  from  2  to  7. 


CRANBORNE  RURAL  DIVISION. 

Population,  1891,  6,681  estimated  to  middle  of  1899,  6800. 

Births. — 165 — 24  2  per  1000.  Deaths  registered,  87 — 12'S  per  1000  ;  corrected  89 — 13  per  1000.  Zymotic  including  Diarrhoea  "44 

Infantile  mortality  per  1000  births  85.  Natural  increase  78. 

165  births  were  registered  (79  males  86  females)  being  4  more  than  in  1898,  and  at  the  rate  of  24'2  per  1000  estimated  population 
while  87  deaths  (35  males  52  females)  or  5  more  than  in  1898  were  registered  but  deducting  2  deaths  of  persons  not  belonging  to 
the  district  and  adding  4  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  district,  occurring  outside,  the  corrected  number  is  89  or  13  per  thousand. 

The  Zymotic  Mortality  is  again  nil,  no  death  having  occurred  from  any  notifiable  disease  and  the  rate  given  above  of  -44  per 
1000  is  due  to  3  deaths  of  infants  from  diarrhoea  and  marasmus  and  probably  from  bad  feeding  or  tubercular  disease 

14  deaths  of  infants  were  registered  1  less  than  in  1898  and  the  infantile  mortality  is  85  per  1000  and  the  natural  increase  of 
population  78. 

Deaths. — Infants  14  (7  males  7  females)  3  Diarrhoea  and  Marasmus  1  Enteritis,  1  Brain  1  Bronchitis  kc.,  2  Convulsions  and  6 
Premature  births.  Age  l — 5.  4.  (3  males  1  female)  1  injury,  2  Bronchitis,  1  Convulsions,  5 — 65,  19  (5  malesl4  females)  5  Phthisis,  1 
injury,  1  Convulsions,  4  Bronchitis,  etc.  1  Cancer,  1  Heart,  and  3  Brain  disease.  Over  65,50(20  males  30  females)  3  Cancer,  1  Phthisis, 
13  Bronchitis,  etc.,  8  Heart,  and  4  Brain  disease. 

The  large  number  of  deaths  over  65  is  remarkable,  and  the  ages  viz — 1  over  90,  19  over  80,  while  the  excessive  number  of  female 
deaths  continue,  52  having  died  the  same  as  in  1898  while  the  male  deaths  have  gone  up  from  30  to  35.  This  points  to  a  large 
majority  of  women  among  the  population  and  it  will  be  interesting  to  see  if  this  will  be  established  at  the  census. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES,  NOTIFIABLE. 

During  1899,  63  notifications  were  received  and  of  these  only  15  from  the  Cranborne  division,  they  were. 


Wimborne  Division.  Number  1  District  Scarlatina  30 

Diphtheria  4 

Continued  Fever  2 

Erysipelas  1 

—  37 

Number  2  District  Scarlatina  3 

Diphtheria  6 

Erysipelas  1 

Pnerpeial  fever  1 

—  11 

Total  48 

Cranborne  Division.  Number  3  District  Scarlatina  3 

Diphtheria  1 

Continued  fever  1 

Puerperal  fever  1 

Erysipelas  1 

—  7 

Number  4  District  Scarlatina  7 

Erysipelas  1 

—  8 


Total 


15 
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M.O.H.  Reports,  1899,  Rural. 

The  only  death  was  from  Puerperal  fever  in  Number  2  district.  The  death  from  Diphtheria  in  Number  1  district  was  imported 
Diphtheria.— 7  cases  (including  the  fatal  case  imported)  were  notified  and  8  of  these  occurred  in  one  house  at  Holt  Wood  and 
the  disease  was  brought  from  Bournemouth  by  the  first  patient  having  stopped  in  a  house  with  a  relative  suffering  from  the  disease 
there.  3  cases  in  one  house  at  Hinton  Martell  and  the  rest  very  mild  isolated  cases 

Scarlatina-The  disease  was  of  a  mild  type  and  no  death  occurred.  The  only 'outbreak  of  importance  was  in  the  Autumn  at 
Witchampton  and  neighbourhood  and  then  2t  cases  occurred  the  infection  in  the  early  cases  being  traced  to  the  Blandford  epidemR and 
spread  by  school  children.  Witchampton  Schools  were  closed  and  the  outbreak  subsided  epidemic  ana 

the  rCP"t"i  2  “  5fc,pwick  "d  1  “  ■»«*••••  Bo«i.  The  »™ugemc»t8  «re  def.c.ive  „d 

Erysipelas. — 4  cases  of  an  ordinary  character  were  reported. 

1  *,?Ver'  i  cases  were  reported,  1  fatal  at  Holt,  with  complications  and  premises  in  sanitary  condition,  the  other  a  mild 

case  jil  Aiuernoit. 

„m,  MwTT  wcrensome  cases  of  German  Measles  at  West  Parley,  and  Mumps  at  Horton,  and  only  6  deaths  from  Influenza 

and  these  iu  the  \\  imbornc  Division.  2So  Measles  or  Whooping  Cou<?h. 

Phthisis.— 14  deaths  were  registered  the  same  number  as  in  1898T  but  I  death  in  the  Union  Workhouse  must  be  added  to  this 

number. 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery.— The  Zymotic  mortality  of  the  district  is  made  up  of  4  deaths  of  infants  registered  3  from  Diarrhoei 
Marasmus,  and  the  fourth  from  Dysentery  The  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery  include  many  different  diseases  that  are  uou 
Zymotic,  and  on  the  other  hand  many  deaths  registered  as  Enteritis  or  Gastro-enteritis  should  be  considered  as  Zymotic.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  th  :  enquiry  into  these  deaths  may  result  in  some  better  classification  and  nomenclature  and  that  only  cases  of  Zymotic 
able  disease  ^  ^  I§  shoald  be  adautted  amonS  the  number  of  Zymotic  diseases  and  should  then  be  added  to  the  number  of'notifi- 

.  Water  Supply.  The  water  supply  in  the  country  districts  has  been  severely  tried  by  the  succession  of  dry  years  and  many  wells 
uing  the-  summer  alld  autumn.  No  ill  results  followed  and  the  occasion  has  been  utilised  to  clean  out'  and  deepen  the  wells 
and.  the  heavy  rains  since  have  refilled  the  springs  and  the  supply  generally  is  satisfactory. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage  and  Excrement  Disposal,— There  has  not  been  any  fresh  public  sewerage  during  the  year  but  a  good  deal 
ol  work  has  been  done  on  private  property.  See  Inspector’s  Report. 

Isolation  Hospital. — No  change  made  in  this  respect. 

t  H°usjng  of  the  Working  Classes  —The  district  generally  has  been  inspected  and  many  improvements  effected  as  detailed  in  the 
Inspector  s  Report,  but  the  want  of  Byelaws  is  felt  to  be  a  drawback  to  sanitary  improvements. 

Slaughter-houses  and  Bake-honses. — These  are  in  fairly  good  condition  and  no  complaints  have  been  unattended  to 
General  Remarks.— The  district  generally  is  in  a  satisfactory  condition  and  the  death-rate  and  especially  the  Zymotic  rate 
continues  low  and  there  has  been  no  serious  outbreak  of  any  kind.  J  J 
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Blandford — Mr.  G.  W.  Daniell. 

I  have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report,  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  the  year  1890. 

The  population  (census  1891)  is  4033  which  this  year  includes  that  of  the  workhouse. 

The  population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1899  is  4044. 

There  were  99  births  in  the  year. 

The  birth  rate  is  24'5. 

There  were  79  deaths. 

The  death  rate  is  ]  9*o. 

The  Zymotic  death  rate  isO'49. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  is  1  ol*6. 

The  Workhouse  largely  increases  the  death  rate,  as  well  as  the  infant  mortality,  as  4  children  died  there  under  1  year  of  age,  and 
15  elderly  people,  so  that  from  these  reasons  the  death  rate  appears  high. 

There  were  79  deaths  in  the  Borough  during  the  year  and  of  these  deaths — 


1 

4 

None 
30 
■_9 

The  Mortality  from  every  cause  has  been — 

From  Scarlatina 


15  took  place  in  infants  under  1  year  of  age 
a  child  aged  1  and  under  5 
5  „  15 

15  „  25 

25  ,,  65 


children 

persons 


65  and  upwards. 


2  deaths. 


Phthisis 

6 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia 

...  16 

Heart  Disease  ... 

8 

Injuries 

2 

Ail  other  causes 

...  45 

Six  deaths  occurred  in  the  Cottage  Hospital  and  as  three  of  the  individuals  who  died  there  came  from  the  Rural  District,  the 
Borough  death  rate  is  again  somewhat  increased  thereby. 

There  were  99  births  during  the  year. 

You  will  notice  that  of  the  79  deaths,  60  occurred  in  the  town  and  19  in  the  workhouse. 

Prevalence  of  Disease,  Notification. — The  outbreak  of  Scarlatina  which  occurred  in  the  Borough  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year 
has  been  a  great  source  of  anxiety  to  us  all. 

I  may  mention  that  the  disease  existed  here  in  the  latter  part  of  1893.  Fresh  cases  continued  to  appear  more  or  less  often 
during  the  whole  of  the  year,  but  in  the  month  of  October,  the  number  of  new  cases  made  the  disease  assume  a  serious  aspect. 
However  the  steps  which  you  took  according  to  my  advice,  were  successful  in  stamping  out  the  malady,  as  a  temporary  Isolation 
Hospital  was  fitted  up,  and  a  staff  of  nurses  provided,  and  after  this  the  disease  disappeared  altogether.  At  the  present  time  a  few 
persons  who  have  had  Scarlatina  are  kept  safely  in  quarantine,  in  a  house  kindly  placed  at  our  disposal  by  the  Viscount  Portman. 

Two  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  reported  to  me  during  the  year,  both  were  of  a  doubtful  nature. 

Water  Supply. — The  town  is  now  almost  entirely  supplied  by  the  Blandford  Waterworks  Company,  which  gives  the  greatest 
satisfaction.  There  were  73  houses  which  received  the  supply  during  the  year. 

Sewerage,  Drainage,  and  Excrement  Disposal. — Very  few  privy  vaults  exist  now  in  the  town,  14  pails  were  substituted  for  vaults 
during  the  year,  the  pails  are  changed  and  disinfected  every  week.  There  were  320  feet  of  new  main  drain  added  in  the  year. 

There  is  an  Isolation  Hospital  being  built  by  Lord  l’ortman  for  the  use  of  the  locality  and  I  trust  that  both  Sanitary  Authorities 
will  take  advantage  of  it. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. — There  are  still  existing  some  cottages  which  one  would  like  improved,  but  none  are  very 

bad. 

The  Slaughter-houses  and  Bake-houses  are  sanitary  and  in  good  condition,  and  the  one  Common  Lodging  House  is  carried  on 
in  a  satisfactory  manner. 
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M.O.H.  Reports,  1809,  Urban, 


Branksome.-Mr.  J.  S.  STEWART. 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  annual  Report  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Branksome  Urban  District,  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1899. 

Area  of  district,  251)0  acres. 

Population— Census  of  181)1  gave  6572,  estimated  population  to  middle  of  181)9,  6712. 

Birth-rate,  38  "6  per  1000. 

Death-rate,  20'56  per  100"). 

Zymotic  death-rate  ‘1)1  per  1000. 

Infant  Mortality,  146'7  per  1000  Births. 

Prevalence  of  disease,  96  cases  were  notified. 

Water  Supply.  Chiefly  from  company's  mains.  A  few  old  wells  still  exist  in  Newtown.  New  sewers  to  the  length  of  1032  yards 
have  been  constructed,  making  a  total  length  of  sewerage  in  the  district  nearly  6  miles. 

Some  houses,  not  connected  with  the  main  drainage,  are  supplied  with  earth  closets,  the  filth  from  these  being  buried  in  the 
back  gardens  of  the  houses,  which  are  sometimes  very  small.  Others  are  supplied  with  cesspools  which  are  emptied  when  required. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  is  situated  in  Newtown,  and  stands  a  considerable  distance  from  any  dwelling  house.  I  consider  it  is  well 
suited  for  its  purpose.  I  may  here  state  that  the  death-rate  among  patients  treated  at  the  Hospital  for  Scarlet  Fever  during  the  past 
year  was  4 '65  per  cent.  Among  those  treated  in  their  own  homes  the  death-race  was  25  per  cent.  This  I  consider  speaks  for  itself 
and  demonstrates  the  great  use  of  an  institution  of  the  kind  where  patients  can  be  properly  nursed  and  attended  to. 

With  regard  to  the  96  notifications  of  infectious  disease,  the  following  table  shows  how  they  were  made  up  : — 

Heatherlands,  Scarlet  Fever  79,  Enteric  Fever  1 — Total  80. 

Branksome,  Scarlet  Fever  6,  Erysipelas  3,  Diphtheria  2 — Total  11. 

Newtown,  Scarlet  Fever  5 — Total  5. 

This  shows  that  there  were  90  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  during  the  year.  By  far  the  greater  majority  of  these  were  treated  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital  thereby  not  only  benefitting  the  patients  themselves  but  in  a  very  large  measure  preventing  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

The  method  of  disinfecting  the  patients  clothes  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  is  by  placing  them  in  a  room  in  au  outhouse  and  sub¬ 
jecting  them  to  the  fumes  of  Sulphur. 

During  the  year  the  Schools  were  closed  on  three  different  occasions,  on  account  of  the  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever,  each  time  with 

marked  benefit. 

The  several  Bake-houses  and  Slaughter-houses  in  the  district  are  in  good  order. 

I  have  recommended  a  few  improvements  in  some  of  the  latter  which  have  been  carried  out. 


Bridport — Dr.  Clibborn. 

I  beg  to  present  to  yon  my  tenth  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the  Bridport  Urban  Sanitary  District  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1899. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  573  acres. 

The  population  as  recorded  by  the  census  of  1891  is  6611,  and  as  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1899,  6690. 

Births. — The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  48  males  and  58  females  making  a  total  of  106.  Hence  the  birth 
rate  for  the  year  was  14 '5  per  1000.  against  21.1  per  1000  in  1898. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  58  males  and  61  females,  making  a  total  of  119,  which  gives  a 
death  rate  of  IS'0  per  1000,  compared  with  19'3  per  1000  in  1898.  Out  of  this  number  19  died  in  public  institutions,  2  were  the 
result  of  an  accident  and  1  from  suicide.  The  Zymotic  death  rate  was  nil. 

Comparative  table  of  births  and  deaths — 


Y  ear. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

1890 

170 

113 

1891 

140 

130 

1892 

147 

120 

1893 

148 

105 

1894 

137 

120 

1895 

147 

127 

1896 

131 

130 

1897 

121 

101 

1898 

140 

127 

1899 

106 

119 

In  table  A  you  will  find  the  various  ages  at  which  death  occurred — 


] 

Under  1  year, 
year  and  ,,  5  ,, 

21  compared  with  22  last  year 

^  41  ^  ll 

5 

vears  ,,  15  „ 

2 

7  >, 

16 

„  25  ., 

6 

7 

25 

„  ..  65  „ 

40 

31 

65 

,,  and  upwards 

48 

53  „ 

And  of  these  48,  23  were  between  70  and  80  and  11  between  80  and  90  years  of  age. 

The  rate  of  Infantile  Mortality  is  160  per  1000  births  registered. 

Under  the  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act  the  following  cases  were  reported — 4  Diptheria,  20  Scarlet  Fever,  1  Enteric  Fever, 
and  8  Erysipelas.  Of  these  cases  the  4  Diptheria,  6  of  the  Scarlet  Fever  and  the  one  case  of  Enteric,  willingly  availed  themselves 
of  the  great  advantage  of  treatment  under  their  own  medical  advisers  in  the  Isolation  Hospital. 


i8 
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Eleven  cases  have  been  treated  dnring  the  year  in  the  hospital,  which  has  more  than  justified  its  existence,  as  it  enables  us  to  at 
once  disinfect  clothing  and  premises  which  would  otherwise  remain  for  many  weeks  as  a  hotbed  of  infection,  in  perhaps  the  midst  of 
a  thickly  populated  locality,  to  say  nothing  of  the  advantage  to  the  sick  person  of  being  treated  in  a  properly  prepared  room,  with 
the  trained  nursing  that  the  medical  man  in  attendance  desires  to  order,  as  well  as  the  proper  food  which  often  cannot  be  prepared  or 
provided  in  the  home  from  which  the  person  comes.  No  less  an  authority  than  Sir  Walter  Foster  states,  “That  owing  to  the  means  of 
isolation  now  available  in  Isolation  Hospitals  the  rate  of  mortality  from  Scarlet  Fever  is  half  what  it  was  twelve  years  ago,  while 
deaths  from  Dipthcria  have  been  reduced  to  one  sixth  their  former  number.”  The  late  Dr.  Farr  estimated  that  every  life  lost  to  the 
community  was  a  loss  equivalent  to  £159,  well,  if  this  is  so,  if  you  only  save  one  life  a  year  in  your  hospital,  you  will  soon  not  only  pay 
the  interest  on  the  loan  yon  have  borrowed  to  build  it,  but  will  provide  a  sinking  fund  to  repay  it.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the 
district  during  the  year  as  regards  drainage  and  water  supplied  has  been  good.  The  quarterly  analysis  of  the  water  which  I  have  received 
has  been  excellent.  During  the  latter  months  of  the  year  the  supply  was  insufficient,  but  caused  less  inconvenience  than  in  1898.  The 
system  of  sewerage  adopted  is  that  of  discharging  into  the  sea.  Dnring  the  year  I  have  made  the  usual  periodic  inspection  of  slaughter^ 
houses  and  bakehouses ;  the  examination  of  premises  in  which  infectious  cases  occurred.  Thirty  two  ships  were  inspected  at  West 
Bay.  Three  cases  of  overcrowding,  and  one  of  premises  unfit  for  human  habitation  were  reported  to  me,  these  were  visited  and 
satisfactory  dealt  with.  The  housing  of  the  Working  Classes  is  fairly  well  provided  for,  but  there  area  few  exceptions.  The  scavenging 
and  flushing  of  the  streets  has  been  regularly  and  satisfactorily  carried  out. 


Dorchester — Mr.  E.  J.  DAY. 

I  beg  to  hand  you  the  2 1st  Annual  Report  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Borough  of  Dorchester.  The  details  are  given  in  the 
order  requested  by  the  County  Council. 


The  area  is  071  acies  with  a  population  of  7916  (census  1891).  The  births  since  then  have  exceeded  the  deaths  by  901.  Between 
200  and  800  houses  having  been  built  since  that  date,  the  population  is  in  my  estimation  10,000 — for  if  only  200  houses  were  reckoned 
(with  5  persons  to  a  house)  it  would  be  9847.  The  total  number  of  births  registered  were  206  (109  males)  against  205  in  1898,  giving 
a  birth-rate  of  20-6  per  1000  (that  for  England  and  Wales  being  29-3  the  lowest  on  record).  The  total  number  of  deaths  were  145 
(67  males) — against  143  in  1898 — but  12  of  these  belonged  to  other  districts  and  five  belonging  to  this  district  died  outside  of  it,  the 
number  is  therefore  reduced  to  140— that  is  14  per  1000  against  146  for  1898  (and  18\3  for  England  and  Wales  1899). 


18S0, 

1881, 

1882, 

1883, 

1884, 


The  following  is  the  death-rate  since  my  appointment: — 


189 
15'7 
18-1 
15  9 
15-9 


1885, 

1886, 
1SS7, 
1888, 
1889, 


160 

21-7 

17-0 

13-8 

146 


1 890, 

1891, 

1892, 

1893, 

1894, 


15-8 
15-2 
18-3 
15  5 
11-9 


1895 

1896, 

1897, 

1898, 

1899, 


12-8 

149 

1D4 

146 

14-0 


The  Zymotic  death-rate  is  only  -3  per  1000  (against  2-2  England  and  Wales,  1899) 

Thirty-three  childran  died  under  one  year  of  age  (28  in  1898),  so  that  the  rate  of  infant  mortality  measured  by  the  number  of 
deaths  under  one  year  to  births  registered  is  158  per  1000  births — against  136  in  1898  (and  163  England  and  Wales,  1899).  The  causes 
of  these  deaths  were — Debility  18.  Convulsions  5,  Bronchitis  4,  Tubercle  2,  Diarrhoea,  Erysipelas,  H vdrocephalus,  and  Pneumonia  1 
each.  No  doubt  the  “debility”  in  many  of  these  instances  was  due  to  Tubercle  in  some  form  or  other.  The  death-rate  of  children 
over  one  year  of  age  and  under  5  was  52  per  1000  births. 


The  following  an 


e  particulars  of  the  seven  deaths  which  occurred  outside  this  district 

among  persons  belonging  t 

SEX. 

AGE. 

FORMER  RESIDENCE. 

CAUSE. 

M. 

29 

8t.  Peter 

•  •  • 

Phthisis. 

M. 

87 

ditto. 

Old  age, 

M. 

66 

...  ditto. 

•  •  • 

Liver  Diseas 

M. 

62 

All  Saints 

Diarrhoea 

F, 

70 

ditto 

... 

Old  Age 

F. 

76 

...  ditto 

... 

Influenza 

F. 

66 

ditto 

... 

»» 

e  particulars  of  the  12 

deaths  which  occurred  within  this  district  among  persons 

not  belongin 

SEX. 

AGE. 

FORMER  RESIDENCE. 

CAUSE. 

F. 

66 

...  Upwey 

... 

Cancer 

F. 

59 

...  Frampton 

tt 

M. 

28 

...  Puddletrenthide 

... 

Tubercle 

M. 

50 

..  Weymouth 

Cancer 

M. 

64 

Maiden  Newton 

M. 

24 

...  Melplash 

Tubercle 

M. 

54 

...  Charlton 

Phthisis 

M. 

79 

...  Broadmaync 

Burns 

M. 

48 

...  Castletown 

Phthisis 

M. 

52 

...  Bradford 

Accident 

M. 

88 

...  Puddletown 

F. 

49 

...  Combe  Keynes 

Pneumonia 

thereto: — 
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The  145  deaths  were  registered  as  follows: — 

1st  quarter  23 — January  4,  February  8,  March  11 
2nd  „  39 — April  17,  May  11,  June  11 

3rd  „  31 — July  5,  August  15,  September  11 

4th  „  52 — -October  16,  November  10,  December  26 

No  death  was  due  to  Small-Pox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Croup,  Typhus  Fever,  Typhoid  Fever,  Puerperal  Fever,  Cholera,  Measles,  nor 
Whooping  Cough. 

The  chief  causes  of  the  deaths  were  as  follows: — Old  age  29,  (41  however  were  over  70,  17  over  80,  4  over  90);  Bronchitis, 
Pleurisy  and  Pneumonia  20  ;  Consumption  13  ;  Cancer  10  ;  Heart  Disease  5. 

The  following  are  the  death-rates  per  1000  from  all  causes,  and  from  the  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases  in  England  and  Wales 
compared  with  this  Urban  District: — 


All 

Causes. 

Principal  Small-pox. 
Zymotic 

Diseases 

Col.  3  to  9 

Measles. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Fever. 

Diarrhoea. 

Deaths  under 
one  year  per 
1000  births. 

England  and  Wales 

(1) 

(2)  (3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

(10) 

1899. 

18-3 

2-21  -01 

•31 

•12 

•29 

•3 

•2 

•98 

163 

This  District  1896 

14-9 

22  — 

1-8 

•1 

— 

*2 

•1 

— 

130 

Ditto  1897 

11-4 

•4  — 

— 

•2 

•1 

*1 

— 

— 

120 

Ditto  1898 

14-6 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

136 

Ditto  1899 

14-0 

•3  — 

— 

— 

•1 

— 

— 

*2 

158 

The  average  age  at  death  was  37  years,  against  44  in  1898,  38  in  1897,  and  34  in  1896. 

Twenty-four  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  18  of  Erysipelas,  12  of  Diphtheria,  and  1  of  Puerperal  Fever  were  notified  to  me,  all  were  of  a 
very  mild  nature  (7  Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  treated  in  the  Sanitary  Hospital).  Total  of  55  cases  of  infectious  illness,  against  27  in 
1898. 

The  Water  Supply  remains  excellent  both  as  regards  quality  and  quantity,  and  is  so  situated  as  to  be  out  of  reach  of  any  possible 
contamination.  It  is  rather  a  hard  water — 20  grains  of  solids  per  gallon.  I  hope  some  day  means  will  be  taken  for  softening  it. 
The  well  is  210  feet  deep,  90-ft.  being  a  boring  through  chalk  soil. 

In  all  probability  the  new  Sewage  Works,  to  cost  some  £17,000  will  be  commenced  in  1900,  in  order  to  prevent  the  further 
pollution  of  the  river  Frome,  then  will  follow  immediatly  the  Extension  of  the  Borough  nearly  all  the  details  having  been  arranged 
with  the  Local  Government  Board  and  the  owners  of  the  property  on  which  the  works  will  be  situated. 

There  are  only  a  few  earth  closets  in  this  district. 

The  following  cases  were  received  into  the  Sanitary  Hospital. — 


duties. 


ADMITTED. 

DISEASE. 

SEX. 

AGE. 

DISCHARGED. 

April  12 

Scarlet  Fever 

M. 

21 

May  3 

June  26 

ff 

F. 

10 

Sept.6 

Sept.  27 

ff 

F. 

9 

Nov.  3 

>.  27 

f  I 

M. 

5 

„  3 

Nov.  3 

It 

M. 

16 

„  16 

„  13 

F. 

26 

Dec. 21 

„  14 

II 

F. 

23 

„  23 

„  14 

II 

F. 

2 

„  23 

„  14 

11 

F. 

11  month 

„  23 

nursing  was 

undertaken  by  a  trained  nurse  with  the  help  of 

Mrs.  Wintle. 

The  caretaker  also 

In  1896  the  Hospital  was  ready  for  the  reception  of  patients. 

Since  then  64  patients  have  been 

SCARLE1 

FEVER 

DIPHTHERIA  ERYSIPELAS 

1896 

21 

1 

1897 

28 

1 

•  •  • 

1898 

2 

1 

1 

1899 

9 

... 

RESULT. 

Recovered. 


All  of  these  recovered  (without  any  complication)  excepting  an  infant.  Not  a  single  complaint  has  been  received  from  either 
patients  or  their  friends.  There  has  not  been  any  spreading  of  the  diseases  in  the  houses  from  which  they  were  removed.  It  is 
apparent  therefore  that  the  hospital  has  done  an  immense  amount  of  good  by  preventing  the  spreading  of  infections  diseases  in  the 
Borough.  It  is  a  great  boon  for  Medical  Men  to  be  able  to  remove  their  patients  into  this  hospital  and  still  retain  them  under  their 
treatment. 

Many  houses  have  been  built,  thus  improving  the  housing  of  the  working  classes.  The  slaughter-houses,  bake-houses,  Ac.,  have 
received  the  attention  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  has  assisted  me  in  seeing  that  the  provisions  of  the  F’actory  Act  were 
properly  carried  out. 

Four  inquisitions  were  held  (6  in  1898,  5  in  1897,  3  in  1896). 


LOCALITY. 

SEX. 

AGE. 

VERDICT. 

All  Saints 

F. 

46 

... 

Heart  Disease. 

Hospital 

M. 

79 

... 

Lock  jaw. 

If 

M. 

62 

... 

Railway  Accident 

If 

M. 

88 

A  fall. 

The  following  are  particulars 

of  eight  deaths  of  importance  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view  (10  in 

1898,  8  in  1897,  21  in 

DATE. 

LOCALITY. 

SEX. 

AGE. 

CAUSE. 

Jan.  29 

St.  Peter 

M. 

9  months 

Whooping  Cough 

Feb.  27 

All  Saints 

M. 

3 

Croup. 

Apr.  10 

ff  • 

M. 

69 

Erysipelas. 

July  17 

St.  Peter 

M. 

4 

Diphtheria. 

Sept  28 

All  Saints 

M. 

2  months 

Erysipelas. 

Oct.  10 

St  Peter 

M. 

47 

If 

Influenza. 

Oct.  31 

ff 

F. 

16 

Dec  27 

ff  • 

F. 

li 

Diarrhoea. 
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In  addition  to  these,  there  were  no  less  than  18  cases  of  consumption,  the  fame  number  as  in  the  year  previous  but  as  this 
subject  was  treated  at  length  in  my  annual  report  of  1898,  and  again  quits  recently  (a  copy  of  which  special  report  was  sent  to  the 
Local  Government  Board),  I  need  only  append  the  details: — 


DATE. 

LOCALITY. 

SEX. 

AGE. 

DURATION. 

Apr. 

8 

St.  Peter 

F. 

16 

2  years. 

22 

All  Saints 

M. 

31 

3  years. 

May 

13 

11 

F. 

29 

Not  stated. 

June 

16 

11 

F. 

62 

3  months. 

July 

9 

11 

Hospital 

F. 

26 

Not  stated. 

11 

19 

M. 

64 

11 

Aug. 

11 

St.  Peter 

F. 

48 

1 1 

1» 

24 

Hospital 

M. 

47 

Oct. 

12 

St.  Peter. 

F. 

49 

One  year. 

Nov. 

1 

11 

M. 

48 

Not  stated. 

1* 

8 

M. 

41 

Dec. 

26 

All  Saints 

M. 

43 

3  years. 

1« 

28 

St.  Peter 

M. 

68 

Not  stated. 

From  the  Borough  Surveyor  I  have  received  assistance  and  from  him  I  glean  that  the  rainfall  during  the  year  amounted  to  36'5 
inches  (27'9  in  1898,  36- 1  in  1897,  and  29  9  in  1896).  The  instrument  is  a  “Glaisher,  8-in.,  the  height  of  the  top  of  it.  from  the  ground 
is  14  inches,  and  it  is  316  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  The  value  of  this  one  detail  would  be  greatly  enhanced  were  the  Surveyor 
instructed  to  purchase  other  meteorogical  instruments —  a  sunshine  recorder,  &c.,  so  that  we  might  comjiare  our  district  with  other 
places — doubtless  the  comparison  would  be  very  favourable  to  this  very  healthy  town,  and  would  be  of  interest  to  the  numerous 
visitors  who  frequent  the  Borough  Gardens.  The  cost  of  removing  the  gauge  from  the  Waterworks  and  the  purchase  of  the  necessary 
instruments  would  only  be  a  few  pounds. 

Nothing  has  been  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  food. 

There  are  no  noxious  trades  within  the  district. 

Matters  for  congratulation: — 

1.  A  first  class  water  supply,  both  as  regards  quality  and  quantity. 

2.  A  very  low  Zymotic  death-rate — only  -3  per  1900  (the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1899,  was  2'2). 

3.  Lowering  the  death-rate  from  14  6  to  14  per  1000  (the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1899  was  1S'3). 

4.  The  entire  absence  at  this  time  of  all  infectious  disease  from  the  Borough. 


Lyme  Regis — Mr.  James  Spurr. 

I  beg  to  hand  yon  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  Borough  during  the  year  1899. 

The  area  of  the  Borough  is  1394  acres. 

Population. — The  population  for  1891  was  2364,  and  estimated  from  the  returns  to  the  middle  of  1899  is  2383. 

Birth-rate, — There  were  41  births  registered  during  the  year,  29  males  and  12  females,  which  gives  a  birth-rate  of  17‘2  per  1000. 
The  birth-rate  for  1898  was  22‘3  per  1000. 

Death-rate. — The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  32,  17  males,  16  females,  which  gives  a  death-rate  of  13-4 
per  1000.  The  death-rate  for  1898  was  19  3  per  1000,  but  during  that  year  viz,  1898,  as  1  pointed  out  in  my  report,  there  was  an 
unusually  large  number  of  deaths  of  old  people. 

The  various  causes  of  death  were  as  follows: — Diphtheria  1,  Typhoid  Fever  1,  Heart  Disease  6,  Premature  birth  2,  Bronchitis  4, 
Phthisis  2,  Meningitis  1,  Cerebral  Hemorrhage  2,  Senility  6,  Perityphlitis  1,  Malignant  diseases  4,  other  causes  2.  One  death  occurred 
in  the  Cottage  Hospital,  a  person  from  outside  the  Borough  area. 

Zymotic  Death-rate. — '8  per  1000. 

Infant  Mortality. — Four  children  died  during  the  year  under  one  year  of  age,  giving  an  Infant  Mortality  of  97'5  per  1000  children 
born  alive  during  the  year. 

Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases.— This  Act  came  into  force  in  this  district  in  1896.  During  this  year  I  received  notifications 
of  the  following  diseases: — Diphtheria  2,  Typhoid  Fever  2,  Erysipelas  1. 

The  two  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  March  at  No.  2,  Westcliff  in  the  new  road,  both  children,  one  case  died,  and  the  other 
recovered.  The  drains  of  this  house  were  as  far  as  I  could  make  out,  perfect  in  construction. 

The  water  supply  was  from  a  spring  in  a  field  above  the  house,  which  spring  previous  to  the  new  supply  in  1897,  was  the  one 
used  by  nearly  all  the  houses  at  the  Cobb.  The  quality  of  this  water  has  not  to  my  knowledge  been  tested  by  analysis,  but  it  has  been 
used  for  many  years  with  no  bad  results.  After  the  outbreak  of  the  disease  the  owner  of  2,  West  cliff,  Mr.  F.  Radford,  had  the  town 
water  laid  on' instead  of  the  spring.  Fortunately  this  disease  did  not  spread. 
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‘S:pSS"-”d  C0“!>S"i  there  We'e  “W  b"‘ldto®“-  "th  *>°d““i*“r  accommodation,  bit  that  their  w«er  ,0^1“  wTn W 

sasr  lLe  **  *  ™,,kl  ■»-  •— *  ^ «» -aw  ^ss^sfsi 

One  case  of  Erysipelas  was  reported. 

Water  Supply. — Our  excellent  water  supply  is  all  that  could  be  desired 
ocouniedlw5^11' sMWorkm", Classes^ —No  cases  of  overcrowding  have  come  to  my  notice  during  the  year.  A  house  in  Pickle  Square 


Poole — Dr.  H.  A.  Lawton. 


31st  .mo6  the  h0n°Ur  t0  SUbmit  t0  y0U  my  Rep0rt  0f  the  health  0f  the  Poole  Urban  Sanitary  District  for  the  year  ending  December 


Population. — Assuming  that  the  rate  of  increase  in  the  decade  1881- 
to  be  18,602  to  the  middle  of  the  year,  and  18,708  to  the  end  of  the  year 
houses,  estimates  the  population  to  be  19,600. 


_’;8<J1|;stiu  continues,  I  estimate  the  population  of  the  district, 
the  Borough  Surveyor  calculating  on  the  number  of  inhabited 


Vital  Statistics.  The  following  are  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales  1899- 

Birth-rate 
Death-rate 
Zymotic  rate 
Infant  mortality 


29-26  per  1000 
18-3 


2-19 

163 


»» 

»» 


births. 


Births.— The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  275  males  an 
birth-rate  was  2/  -36  per  1000.  There  was  a  decrease  of  17  as  compared  with  1898. 

Deaths.— The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  174  males  am 
death-rate  was  17'4<  per  1000.  There  was  an  increase  of  47  as  compared  with  18S 
the  death-rate  would  be  16-58  per  1000.  1 


The  Infantile  Death-rate  was  17  3  per  100. 
The  Zymotic  Death-rate  was  0-16  per  1000. 


234  females,  making  a  total 

151  females,  making  a  total 
Calculating  on  the  Borough 


of  509.  Hence  the 

of  325.  Hence  the 
Surveyor’s  Estimate 


The  monthly  returns  of  Births  and  Deaths  were  as  follows 


Month. 

Births. 

January 

39 

February 

47 

March 

38 

April 

48 

May 

45 

June 

...  43 

July 

35 

August 

42 

September 

60 

October 

40 

November 

43 

December 

29 

Deaths. 

16 

22 

33 

19 

29 

17 

18 
33 
37 
33 
32 
36 
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The  ages  at  which  death  occurred 


62 

73 

1 

46 

92 

8 

27 

0 

16 

90 
26 

9 

14 

91 
95 
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The  various  Districts,  Parishes  and  Hospitals  were  credited  with  the  following  number  of  Deaths: 

1  St.  James’,  Poole,  West  side  of  High  Street  62 

„  1,  East  „ 

Poole  Harbour 
Longfleet 
Parkstone 
Hamworthy 
Union  Workhouse 
Fever  Plospital 
Cornelia  Hospital 
were  - 
Under  1  year 
Between  1  and  5  years 
„  5  „  15 

„  15  „  25  „ 

,,  25  ,,  65  ,, 

Over  65  years 


Smallpox 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 

Croup  (membraneous) 
Typhus  Fever 
Typhoid  Fever 
Continued  Fever 
Puerperal  Fever 
Cholera 
Erysipelas 
Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery 
Rheumatic  Fever 
Ague 
Phthisis 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  &c. 
Heart  Diseases 
Injuries 

All  other  Diseases 


were 

credited  as  foil 

OWS  : — 

Under  five 

Over  fiv 

Total. 

years. 

years. 

none 

none 

none 

none 

none 

2 

0 

2 

none 

none 

none 

2 

0 

2 

1 

0 

1 

none 

19 

17 

2 

] 

0 

1 

none 

29 

1 

28 

49 

29 

20 

23 

1 

22 

4 

1 

3 

195 

67 

128 

usual  custom,  to  follow  the 


In  reviewing  the  Health  History  of  the  District  for  the  past  year,  it  will  be  well,  according  to  my 
foregoing  analysis. 

Typhoid  B  ever  caused  tw  34  yefirSi  Cornelia  Hospital,  September  30th. 

2'  Female'  aged  27  years,  Union  Workhouse,  December  15th. 

Erysipelas  caused  two  deaths,  vmg-^^  ^  Workhonsei  Jnly  27th. 

2'.  Male’,  aged  64  years,  Poole  ltoad,  Parkstone,  December  7th. 

Measles  caused  one  death,  viz.^^  ^  y  ^  Mary,g  HomC]  Parkstone,  July  7th. 

Diarrhoea  caused  nineteen  deaths,  viz. 

] .  Male,  aged  4  months,  Garland  Road,  Longfleet,  August  8th. 

2  Female,  aged  6  months,  Stanley  Road,  Poole,  August  10th. 

•l'.  Male,  aged  14  months,  West  Street,  Poole,  August  18th. 

4  Femaleraged  6  months,  Towngate  Street.  Poole,  August  19th 
5’  Male,  aged  4  months,  Queen  Street,  Poole,  August  22nd. 

6.  Male,  aged  4  months,  Emerson  Road,  Poole,  August  25th. 

7'  Female,  aged  3  months,  Avenue  Place,  Poole,  August  26th. 

8’.  Female,  aged  13  months,  Mentone  Road,  Parkstone,  August  31st. 

9*  Male,  aged  8  months,  Thames  Street,  Poole,  September  5th. 

10  Female"  aged  5  months,  Market  Street,  Poole,  September  2nd. 
ll'  Female!  aged  21  months,  Barber’s  Piles.  Poole,  September  5th. 

12’  Male,  aged  68  years,  Woking  Road,  Parkstone,  September  4th. 

]3-  Female!  aged  8  months.  Strand  Street,  Poole,  September  8th 
lV  Female,  aged  12  months,  Carter’s  Lane,  Poole,  September  11th 
is’  Male  aged  9  months,  Ashley  Road,  Parkstone,  September  11th 
16  Female,  aged  15  months,  Church  Street,  Parkstone,  September  14th. 

17'  Male  aged  6  months,  Hill  Alley,  Poole,  September  20th. 
is!  Male!  aged  5  months,  West  Butts  Street,  Poole.  September  26th 

]<)’  Female,  aged  73  years,  West  Street,  Poole,  October  1st.  .  .  , 

In  addition  to  the  above,  sixteen  deaths  were  certified  as  due  to  Gastro-intestinal  Catarrh  during  the  same  period, 
also  thedeaths^from  Diarrhoea,  were  no  doubt  due  to  the  prolonged  heat  and  drought  during  the  summer  months. 

Rheumatic  Fever  caused  one  death 0  viz .  -  street,  Poole,  November  10th. 

Phthisis  caused  29  deaths,  giving  a  death-rate  of  D55  per  1000.  This  number  is  five  more  than  in  1898  and  6  more  than  m  1897. 


These  as 
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Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  Pleurisy,  Ac.,  caused  4!)  deaths. 

Iniurie^'cansed  fourCdeaths?atOne  was  a  Railway  accident;  one  was  a  case  of  burning  ;  two  were  cases  of  diowning 
£Ku“l)U«^”NSi£tion  Act.-Under  this  Act  142  certificates  notifying  137  cases  were  received  from  Medical  I.aati- 
tioners  and  54  notices  from  householders  or  relatives  of  persons  affected  with  Notifiable  Infectious  Disease. . 

The  following  is  an  Analysis  of  Localities  and  Diseases:— 

Scarlet 

Erysipelas 


Month. 

Locality. 

Fever 

Diphther 

January 

Poole 

3 

3 

1 

Longfleet  ... 

0 

Parkstone  ... 

1 

0 

February  ... 

Poole 

2 

0 

Parkstone  ... 

1 

0 

March 

Poole 

1 

0 

Parkstone  ... 

4 

0 

Hamworthy 

0 

1 

April 

Poole 

l 

0 

Parkstone  ... 

4 

0 

May 

Poole 

3 

] 

Longfleet  ... 

0 

0 

Parkstone  ... 

0 

0 

June 

Longfleet  ... 

1 

0 

Parkstone  ... 

l 

0 

July 

Poole 

0 

0 

Longfleet  ... 

0 

*} 

Parkstone  ... 

1 

0 

August 

.  Poole 

1 

0 

Longfleet  ... 

0 

0 

Parkstone  .. 

1 

0 

September.. 

.  Poole 

.  0 

1 

Longfleet  .. 

1 

0 

Parkstone  .. 

.  1 

1 

H  amworthy 

1 

0 

October 

.  Poole 

;  4 

6 

Longfleet  .. 

.  7 

0 

Parkstone  .. 

2 

1 

November  .. 

.  Poole 

,.  7 

2' 

Longfleet  .. 

3 

1 

Parkstone  .. 

..  4 

0 

December  .. 

Poole 

..  12 

1 

Longfleet  .. 

..  0 

0 

Parkstone  .. 

.:  4 

0 

H  amworthy 

1 

72 

0 

21 

Poole 

..  34 

14 

Parkstone  . 

..  24 

2 

Longfleet  . 

..  12 

4 

H  amworthy 

2 

72 

1 

21 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

2 

1 

0 

4 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 
0 
I 
0 

23 

12 

5 

6 
0 

23 


Enteric 

Fever 

0 

0  ' 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1) 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

6 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 


Summary  of  Notifications  received  during  the  years  1893— 1899. 

1893  1894  189o 

10  mths. 


Disease. 
Small  Pox 
Scarlet  Fever  .. 
Diphtheria 
Croup  (memb)  .. 
Typhoid  Fever  .. 
Puerperal  Fever 
Erysipelas 


Disease. 
Small  Pox 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Croup  (memb.)  . 
Typhoid  Fever  . 
Puerperal  Fever 
Erysipelas 


0 

7 

9 

0 

17 

1 

41 


0 

33 

39 

3 

11 

0 

19 

105 


0 

25 

11 

0 

5 

0 

27 

75 


Membranous 

Croup 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0  • 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


17 

0 

1 

_ 

— 

— 

14 

0 

0 

1 

2 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

— 

— 

— 

17 

2 

1 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

T  otal. 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

22 

43 

9 

72 

211 

10 

30 

26 

21 

153 

0 

2 

2 

2 

9 

6 

6 

2 

17 

64 

1 

0 

1 

1 

4 

22 

25 

21 

23 

178 

62 

106 

61 

137 

621 

_ _ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal 

Fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 
0 
1 
0 


Poole 

Parkstone 

Longfleet 

0 

1 

0 

99 

66 

40 

61 

65 

24 

2 

4 

3 

45 

10 

7 

1 

2 

1 

101 

40 

36 

309 

188 

111 

Hamworfhy 

1 

6 

3 

0 

2 

0 

1 

13 


Total. 

2 

211 

153 

9 

64 

4 

178 

621 


Total. 


} 

3 

5 

l 

3 


10 


7 
4 

8 


14 


28 


20 


137 

74 

35 

25 


137 


2  4 
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Scarlet  Fever. — As  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  first  table  this  disease  was  more  or  less  prevalent  throughout  the  year ;  less 
during  the  summer  months  and  more  during  the  last  four  months  of  the  year.  In  several  instances  three  and  four  cases  occurred  in 
the  same  house.  Notwithstanding  that  the  large  number  of  74  cases  were  Notified  there  was  not  a  single  death.  In  October  I 
forwarded  you  a  special  report  with  regard  to  a  family  in  Longfleet  of  whom  five  children  were  affected  and  who  were  freely  going 
about.  Their  liberty  was  promptly  curtailed  and  their  house  disinfected. 

Diphtheria.  Of  the  21  cases  of  this  disease,  four  occurred  in  January,  seven  in  October,  and  four  in  November.  No  case  proved 
fatal. 

Erysipelas.  With  the  exception  of  February  and  April  all  the  months  were  credited  with  one  or  more  cases  of  this  disease. 
Two  cases  proved  fatal. 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever. — Of  the  seventeen  cases  Notified,  one  occurred  in  June,  one  in  July,  six  in  September,  seven  in 
October,  one  in  November,  and  one  in  December.  Seven  cases  occurred  as  a  localised  outbreak  in  West  Butts  Street  and  were  the 
subject  of  two  special  reports  to  you  in  October.  I  also  had  to  call  your  attention  to  the  large  number  of  these  cases  which  had  been 
received  into  the  Cornelia  Hospital.  In  several  instances  cases  had  been  removed  to  the  Cornelia  Hospital  before  the  Notification 
Certificates  were  sent  to  me,  and  in  one  instance  I  received  notice  of  Registration  of  Death  from  the  Registrar  before  the  Medical 
Practitioner  sent  the  Notification  Certificate.  Two  cases  proved  fatal. 

Membranous  Croup. — Two  children  in  one  family,  aged  respectively  four  years  and  seven  months,  were  certified  in  February  as 
suffering  from  this  disease  ;  both  recovered. 

Small  Pox. — One  case  was  Notified  in  July,  as  occurring  in  Parkstone.  The  man  was  promptly  removed  to  the  Fever  Hospital 
and  all  who  had  been  in  contact  with  him  were  at  once  vaccinated  or  re-vaccinated;  by  these  measures  the  spread  of  this  disease  was 
arrested. 

Puerperal  Fever. — General  and  personal  filth  was  the  cause  of  the  only  case  certified. 

From  the  foregoing  Tables  and  Notes  it  will  be  seen  that  though  the  number  of  Zymotic  Disease  cases  Notified  was  considerably 
higher  than  in  any  of  the  six  preceding  years,  as  also  that  more  than  half  the  cases  occurred  in  the  last  Quarter,  yet  the  number  of 
fatal  cases  was  only  four. 

Fever  Hospital. — Twenty-eight  patients  were  admitted  during  the  year.  The  admissions  were  as  follows  : — 


Sex. 

Disease. 

Admitted. 

Discharged. 

1 

Male 

Diphtheria 

January  10th 

February  2nd 

2 

Female 

Scarlet  Fever 

February  2nd 

February  23rd 

3 

Female 

Scarlet  Fever 

March  16  th 

May  2nd 

4 

Female 

Scarlet  Fever 

March  20th 

May  9th 

6 

F  emale 

Scarlet  Fever 

March  29th 

May  12  th 

6 

Male 

Scarlet  Fever 

April  4th 

May  14  th 

7 

Female 

Scarlet  Fever 

April  10th 

May  23rd 

8 

Female 

Scarlet  Fever 

April  10th 

May  9th 

9 

Male 

Scarlet  Fever 

April  24th 

June  17  th 

10 

Male 

Scarlet  Fever 

May  23rd 

July  6th 

11 

Male 

Diphtheria 

July  3rd 

July  13  th 

12 

Male 

Small  Pox 

July  13  th 

August  17th 

13 

Male 

Scarlet  Fever 

October  7th 

November  20th 

14 

Male 

Scarlet  Fever 

October  12th 

November  23  rd 

15 

Female 

Scarlet  Fever 

October  13th 

November  23rd 

16 

F  emale 

Scarlet  Fever 

October  13th 

November  29th 

17 

Female 

Scarlet  Fever 

October  13th 

November  6th 

18 

F  emale 

Scarlet  Fever 

October  13th 

November  13  th 

19 

Female 

Scarlet  Fever 

October  13th 

November  27th 

20 

Male 

Scarlet  Fever 

October  13th 

November  20th 

21 

Female 

Scarlet  Fever 

October  24th 

November  28th 

22 

Female 

Scarlet  Fever 

November  4th 

January  2nd,  1900 

23 

Female 

Scarlet  Fever 

November  10th 

December  23rd 

24 

Female 

Scarlet  Fever 

November  27th 

January  27th,  1900 

26 

Male 

Scarlet  Fever 

November  27th 

February  7th 

26 

Male 

Scarlet  Fever 

November  27th 

January  9th 

27 

Female 

Scarlet  Fever 

December  6th 

January  26th 

2S 

Female 

Scarlet  Fever 

December  18th 

January  26  ih 

There  was  no  Death  in  the  Fever  Hospital. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  review  the  sanitary  work  done  during  the  year. 

Scavenging,  Flushing,  See.  The  scavenging  and  flushing  of  the  streets,  and  the  removal  of  the  night  soil,  have  been  regularly 
and  satisfactorily  carried  out. 

Water  Supply.  The  Poole  Water  Works  Company’s  supply  during  the  past  year  has  been  the  same,  as  regards  quantity  and 
quality  as  in  previous  years.  During  the  whole  of  the  hot  summer  the  supply  was  constant.  No  sample  of  well  water  was  submitted 
to  me  for  analysis. 

Slaughter-houses. — These  were  inspected  half-yearly  by  myself  and  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances.  At  the  April  inspection  nine  were 
visited  and  were  noted  as  follows  : — Good,  6  ;  fair,  3;  locked,  1.  At  the  October  inspection  9  were  visited  and  noted  as  follows : — 
Good,  6;  fair,  1  ;  locked,  1  ;  disused.  1. 

Bakehouses. — These  were  inspected  half-yearly  by  myself  and  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances.  At  the  April  inspection  36  were 
visited  and  noted  as  follows: — Very  good,  3;  good,  25 ;  fair,  4  ;  dirty,  3  ;  disused,  1.  At  the  October  inspection  37  were  visited  and 
noted  as  follows: — Very  good,  4  ;  good,  20  ;  fair,  8  ;  dirty,  4  ;  locked,  1. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — These  were  inspected  at  intervals  during  the  year  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  and  werefonndtobe 
generally  in  good  condition. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — These  were  visited  half-yearly  by  myself  and  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances.  At  the  May  inspection,  31 
were  visited  and  were  found  in  the  following  condition,  : — Good  12,  fair  9,  dirty  10.  At  the  November  inspection  26  were  visited,  and 
were  found  in  the  following  condition. — Good  9,  fair  14,  dirty  2.  One  Cowshedin  Hamworthy  was  marked  as  dirty  at  each  inspection 
The  ten  marked  dirty  in  May  were  distributed  thus  one  in  Poole,  two  in  Parkstone,  three  in  Hamworthy,  and  four  in  Longfleet. 
The  two  marked  dirty  in  November  were  distributed  thus,  one  in  Longfleet,  and  one  in  Ham  worthy. 
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Premises  in  an  Unsanitary  Condition — The  Inspector  of  Nuisances  has  visited  several  premises  in  an  unsanitary  condition, 
besides  all  houses  in  which  infectious  diseases  were  notified  as  occurring,  and  gave  the  necessarv  directions  for  cleansing,  Sec.  My 
personal  inspection  was  made  in  all  cases  where  requested  by  the  Inspector.  On  January  18th  I  sent  you  a  special  report  In  which  1 
condemned  the  proposed  site  for  a  Fair  Ground  at  the  end  of  Green  Road. 

Unsound  Food. — -In  no  instance  was  it  necessary  to  condemn  any  article  of  food. 

Disinfection. — The  disinfection  of  premises  where  infectious  diseases  were  notified  as  having  occurred  was  thoroughly  carried  out 
by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  his  assistants.  During  the  summer  the  courts  and  alleys  in  the  town  were  cleansed  and  white¬ 
washed  as  in  previous  years. 

Nuisances. — These  were  dealt  with  ordinarily  by  the  Inspector  to  whom  all  complaints  were  referred  for  enquiry,  See.  Where 
necessary  he  appealed  to  me  for  advice  and  instructions. 

Closure  of  Public  Elementary  Schools.— In  consequence  of  a  spreading  epidemic  of  Measles,  it  became  necessary  to  issue 
certificates  authorizing  the  closure  of  the  following  schools: — 

St.  Aldhelm’s  Branksome  Infant  School  on  March  17th. 

St.  Aldhelm’s  Branksome  Girls  School  on  March  22nd. 

St.  Peter’s  Parkstone,  Boys,  Girls  &  Infants  Schools  on  June  28th 
l’arkstonc  British  Schools  on  July  7th 

In  conformity  with  the  requirements  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  I  have,  as  in  previous  years,  made  frequent  inspections  of 
the  various  parts  of  the  district. 

I  have  again  to  acknowledge  the  very  valuable  and  careful  assistance  rendered  me  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  Richard 
iSrnith,  jun.,  who  carries  out  the  duties  of  his  office  with  zeal,  thoroughness  and  courtesy. 


Poole  Port  Sanitary  Authority. —  Dr.  H.  A.  Lawton. 


I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Report  as  Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  ending  December  31st  1899,  and  in 
so  doing  have  again  much  pleasure  in  being  able  to  give  a  very  satisfactory  account  of  the  healthy  condition  of  the  seamen  on  board 
of  the  vessels  which  have  entered  and  left  the  Port  of  Poole  during  the  year. 

One  case  only  of  Infectious  Disease  has  been  certified,  viz: — -A  seaman  on  board  the  “S.  Lily  Baynes”  who  was  certified  on 
September,  25th  as  suffering  from  Typhoid  Fever.  Though  the  certificate  was  promptly  attended  to  it  was  found  that  the  patient 
had  been  removed  to  the  Cornelia  Hospital  prior  to  notification.  The  vessel  was  inspected  and  disinfected  by  the  Inspector. 

The  same  Inspection  of  Vessels  by  the  Harbour  Authorities,  Board  of  Trade  and  Customs  Officials,  have  been  made  as  in  previous 
years. — All  are  on  the  outlook  for  any  vessel  which  may  come  from  a  Plague  infected  country. 

Inspection.  The  number  of  vessels  inspected  by  the  sanitary  officials  was  117,  and  were  thus  classed: — 


English. 

Foreign, 

Good. 

83 

6 

F  air. 

22 

1 

Dirty. 

5 

0 

110 

7 

Those  classed  as  dirty  were  duly  cleansed. 

Deaths.  One  death  was  registered  as  having  occurred  within  the  Port  of  Poole,  viz: — Male,  aged  44  years,  accidental  drowning, 
June  28th. 


Portland — Dr.  D.  J.  Lawson. 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Report  to  the  Urban  District  Council  on  the  health  of  the  Island  during  the  year  1899. 

The  area  of  my  district  is  2897  acres. 

Population. — This  was  9443  in  1891.  Since  then  a  great  increase  has  taken  place.  A  very  large  number  of  new  houses  have  been 
built,  and  these  are  all  occupied,  as  well  as  the  previously  existing  ones,  so  it  is  evident  that  the  increase  has  been  great.  The  popula¬ 
tion  in  the  middle  of  1899  was  probably  about  11,500. 

Births. — Two  hundred  and  seventy-six  births  were  registered  during  the  year  Of  these  140  were  males,  and  136  females. 

The  birth-rate  for  the  year  is  24  per  1000. 

Deaths. 


January 

11  deaths. 

February  ... 

16  „ 

March 

8  „ 

April 

15  „ 

Slay 

.11  „ 

June 

17  „ 

July 

24  ., 

August 

20  „ 

September  ... 

14  „ 

October 

15  „ 

November  ... 

... 

10  „ 

December  ... 

Total 

17  „ 

17S  „ 

Ui 
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Thirteen  deaths  of  non -residents  have  to  be  deducted  before  calculating  the  death-rate.  A  number  of  these  were  cases  of  drowning. 
The  death-rate  for  189‘J  is  14347,  being  higher  than  that  for  1898,  which  was  13'S. 

The  large  number  of  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  is  largely  responsible  for  this. 

The  chief  causes  of  deaths  are  shown  in  the  following  table : — 


Diphtheria 

2 

Membraneous  Croup 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

...  7 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

9 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery 

24 

Phthisis... 

10 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy 

24 

Heart  Diseases 

22 

Injuries — including  Drowning  &c. 

...  15 

Influenza 

3 

Cancer  ... 

8 

All  other  Diseases  ... 

63 

Total 

178 

Infant  Mortality. — This  is  rather  high,  as  was  the  case  last  year.  In  my  report  for  1898,  I  pointed  out  that  the  chief  cause  of 

this  high  rate  was  ignorance  on  the  part  of  the  mothers  of  the  simplest  rules  of  infant  feeding.  Of  course  the  large  number  of  deaths 

from  Autumn  Diarrhoea  has  increased  the  rate,  but  it  is  worthy  of  note  that,  so  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  no  purely  breast-fed  infant 

died  during  the  epidemic  of  diarrhoea,  which  is  alluded  to  later  on  in  this  report. 

The  Infant  Mortality  rate  for  1899  is  181  T59  that  is,  the  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  1  year  old  per  1000  births. 


ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

Enteric  Fever. — Forty-eight  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  have  been  notified  during  the  year,  1  in  the  second  quarter,  16  in  the  third 
quarter,  and  3]  in  the  fourth  quarter.  Seven  deaths  have  occurred.  The  epidemic  is  doubtless  due  to  the  practical  absence  of  any  proper 
system  of  drainage,  so  that  the  water  supply  becomes  readily  polluted.  The  different  wells  in  use  in  the  Under-hill  district,  where  70 
per  cent  of  the  cases  occurred,  have  all  been  condemned  on  chemical  analysis  at  one  time  or  another,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  as  soon  as 
the  Upwey  water  supply  is  in  perfect  working  order  the  Council  will  order  the  closure  of  these  wells.  As  has  so  often  been  observed 
in  Portland  before,  the  outbreak  of  Enteric  Fever  was  preceded  by  a  very  severe  epidemic  of  diarrhoea. 

Diphtheria. — Twelve  cases  were  notified,  with  two  deaths.  It  is  extraordinary  that  there  has  not  been  more  Diphtheria  in  the 
Island  in  the  past,  but  there  can  be  little  doubt  but  that  we  shall  suffer  much  more  severely  in  future  unless  the  drainage  scheme  now 
taking  up  the  attention  of  the  Council  is  carried  through  with  despatch. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Two  cases  were  notified.  No  death. 

Membranous  Croup. — One  case  was  notified,  and  one  death  registered  from  this  cause. 

Erysipelas. — Twelve  cases  were  notified.  No  death 

Whooping  Cough. — A  severe  epidemic  of  Whooping  Cough  broke  out  in  the  late  Autumn,  and  attained  such  dimensions  that  a 
short  time  before  Christmas  the  question  arose  as  to  whether  it  would  be  necessary  to  close  the  schools  in  the  Easton  district.  The 
advent  of  the  Christmas  holidays,  however,  prevented  this  from  being  necessary.  The  Schoolmasters  were  instructed  to  exclude  from 
school  all  children  suffering  from  this  disease.  Nine  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  were  registered. 

Mumps. — In  the  later  months  of  Spring  there  was  such  an  extensive  epidemic  of  Mumps  in  the  Top -hill  district  that  it  was 
deemed  necessary  to  close  the  Easton  Square  and  Reforne  Schools  for  aperiod  of  14  days  from  Monday  the  17th  April.  On  the  13th 
April,  there  were  no  fewer  than  200  absentees  from  the  two  schools.  No  deaths  occurred. 

Diarrhoea. — During  the  months  of  July,  August  and  September,  there  was  an  exceedingly  severe  epidemic  of  Diarrhoea  in  all  the 
districts  of  the  Island,  The  epidemic  broke  out  in  the  end  of  July,  reaching  its  maximum  in  the  end  of  August  and  in  the  beginning 
of  September.  No  fewer  than  nineteen  deaths  were  registered  from  this  cause,  chiefly  occurring  among  infants  and  aged  people.  The 
summer  had  been  a  very  dry  and  hot  one,  so  that  the  soil  temperature  must  have  been  high. 


RAINFALL. 

The  rainfall  during  1899  lias  been  as  follows: — 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June  .  . 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


2'80  inches 


2-58 

‘45 

2-98 

1- 09 
M0 
1-02 

•99 

2- 11 
1-61 
4-42 
3'4o 


M 


Total  for  the  year 


246  „ 


It  is  noticeable  that  in  the  wettest  month  of  the  year,  November,  there  were  only  9  wet  days,  while  in  the  month  of  January,, 
during  which  there  was  only  a  total  rainfall  of  2'8  inches  there  were  21  days  counted  in  this  category,  that  is  to  say  days  when  ‘01 
inch  or  more  rain  fell. 

For  these  figures  I  am  indebted  to  the  Rev.  W.  R.  Waugh,  F.R.A.S.  The  Observatory,  Portland. 

Water  Supply.  The  Upwey  water  works  supply  is  approaching  completion,  and  the  works  will  be  finally  taken  over  from  the 
contractor  in  a  few  months  time.  Water  from  this  source  is  now  supplied  usually  on  three  days  of  the  week. 

Drainage. — In  the  early  part  of  the  year  a  Drainage  Scheme  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £20,000  was  prepared  by  Mr.  Elford,  the 
Engineer  and  Surveyor  to  the  District  Council,  and  on  the  28th  May  a  Local  Government  Board  enquiry  was  held  by  Percy  Boulnois, 
Esq.,  the  plans  having  been  submitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board  in  March.  Owing  to  unnecessary  opposition  by  the  Southern 
Sea  Fishery  Committee,  and  delays  on  the  part  of  various  government  bodies,  sanction  had  not  been  obtained  for  the  scheme  at  the 
end  of  1899.  (This  sanction  was  actually  received  in  February,  1900,  and  tenders  were  immediately  advertised  for). 

Nuisances.  A  large  number  of  nuisances  have  been  abated  during  the  year. 
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Shaftesbury — Mr.  R.  H.  Sawyer. 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  Annual  Report  for  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Shaftesbury  for  the  year 
ending  the  31st  December,  1899,  together  with  the  tables  A  and  B  relating  to  the  number  of  births  and  deaths  and  infectious  diseases 
that  have  occurred  within  the  Borough  Area  during  the  year. 

The  area  of  the  Borough  has  been  estimated  to  contain  about  77  acres. 

The  population  at  the  date  of  the  last  census  being  taken  in  1891  was  2122  and  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1898  was  supposed  to 
be  2270  and  to  the  middle  of  1899  would  probably  be  about  2300. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  45,  which  was  rather  less  than  that  of  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  deaths  fegistered  during  the  year  was  29,  which  was  also  less  than  the  number  of  deaths  in  1898.  The  death- 
rate  per  1000  of  the  population  would  be  126,  and  the  infant  mortality  per  1000  registered  births  would  be  133‘3. 

The  deaths  registered  were  2  from  Diphtheria,  3  from  Phthisis,  4  from  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia,  2  from  Injuries  and  18  from 
other  diseases. 

The  ages  at  which  deaths  occurred  were  29  at  all  ages,  6  of  children  under  1  year  of  age.  One  had  reached  the  age  of  1  year,  but 

was  under  5.  Two  were  above  5,  but  under  15.  Three  were  above  15,  but  under  25.  Eight  were  above  25,  but  under  65,  and  9  were 

k 

60  years  or  over. 

The  two  that  died  in  the  Cottage  Hospital  from  Injuries,  in  both  cases  an  inquest  was  held. 

Of  Infections  Diseases  that  came  to  my  notice  there  were  4  cases  of  Scarlatina,  3  of  Diphtheria,  2  of  Puerperal  Fever  and  one 
case  of  Erysipelas. 

Although  the  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act,  was  not  adopted  in  the  Borough  of  Shaftesbury,  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  say 
that  on  many  occasions  I  was  indebted  to  Dr.  Bryant,  for  information  received  from  him  in  relation  to  cases  of  an  infectious  character 
at  its  early  stages  coming  to  his  knowledge  and  in  that  way  such  precautions  were  taken  for  either  isolation  or  for  disinfection  as  were 
required  at  the  time. 

The  water  supply  has  been  very  good  and  sufficient  during  the  year. 

The  Lodging  House  has  been  inspected  by  me  on  several  occasions.  The  Bake-houses  as  well  as  the  Slaughter-houses  within 
the  district  has  also  on  many  occasions  been  examined  by  me. 

Cases  of  overcrowding, have  been  brought  to  your  notice  and  remedied.  I  have  also  had  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  unwholesome 
condition  induced  by  the  keeping  of  pigs  in  such  close  proximity  to  the  houses  in  the  more  crowded  streets  in  the  Borough  in  many 
instances  being  sufficiently  removed  from  the  residence  of  the  owner  of  the  stye  to  prevent  their  being  a  source  of  nuisance  or  injury 
to  themselves,  but  very  closely  located  to  the  dwelling  of  others  to  cause  them  to  be  a  very  serious  detriment  to  the  health  and 
happiness  of  those  residing  near  them,  and  I  would  again  urge  you  to  make  such  regulations  as  would  prevent  the  keeping  of  pigs 
within  the  boundaries  of  the  Borough,  or  at  any  rate  within  a  certain  distance  of  any  residence. 

The  Town  has  been  kept  clean  and  well  watered  and  attended  to  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 

I  would  urge  the  co-operation  with  some  other  Sanitary  Authority  in  setting  apart  some  house  or  building  for  the  purpose  of 
utilizing  as  an  Isolation  Hospital, 

Complaints  have  been  made  to  me  respecting  the  disagreeable  odours  arising  from  drains  or  otherwise,  but  frequently  at  the  time  01 
my  inspection  they  have  not  been  discernible. 

Complaint  was  also  made  respecting  the  Sewage  Irrigation  on  Ship  House  and  Holm  and  Ivy  Farms,  which  was  undertaken 
to  be  remedied  by  the  occupier. 

Measles  of  a  mild  type  has  been  prevalent  during  the  year  in  this  district. 

The  Elementary  Schools  have  been  inspected  by  me. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  in  two  cases  within  the  Urban  District,  himself  disinfected  after  infectious  illness. 

One  new  Sewer  has  been  laid  in  the  District  from  Blake  Street  to  Ivy  Cross,  or  rather  I  should  say,  has  been  relaid. 


Sherborne — Mr.  H.  Nutt. 

1  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1899,  which  I  am  pleased  to  say  may  be  considered  a  favourable  one  as  to  the  general 
health  in  the  Sherborne  Urban  Sanitary  District,  in  accordance  wish  the  Instructions  of  the  Local  Government  Board  and  the  County 
Council  I  will  first  deal  with  the  Statistics. 

Area.  The  estimated  area  is  now  561  acres  as  against  formally  411.  The  population  as  estimated  up  to  the  middle  of  1899  is  5,500. 
The  occupation  is  principally  Agricultural,  and  Factories  for  Silk  Winding  and  Weaving,  also  Gloving  and  recently  Shirt  Making. 

Mortality.  The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  as  occurring  within  the  district  were  Males,  49,  Females,  62 — total,  111. 

Nine  occurred  in  the  Yeatman  Hospital.  8  in  the  Almshouse,  and  12  in  the  Union  house,  making  the  total  deaths  in  Public 
Institutions  29  for  the  year.  Nine  of  these  were  of  persons  not  belonging  to  the  district,  which  I  am  not  allowed  to  subtract  from 
the  general  death  rate  which  is  20-8  per  1000  of  the  population,  deducting  those  not  belonging  to  the  district,  the  actual  death  rate 
would  be  18‘54  per  1000. 

Ages  at  which  death  occurred.  14  were  under  1  year;  9,  1  year  and  under  5  years  ;  3  of  5  years  and  under  15  years;  2  of  15  years 
and  under  25  years;  28  of  25  years  and  under  65  years;  55  of  65  years  and  upwards,  (20  of  these  being  of  80  years  of  age  and 
upwards,  1  of  90  and  another  of  102  years.) 

Cause  of  Death.  24  were  due  to  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia.  6  to  Phthisis.  12  to  Heart  Disease.  7  to  Influenza.  4  to  Cancer. 
1  to  Diarrhoea.  4  to  Whooping  Cough.  38  to  old  age  and  general  causes,  including  1  to  accident  (drowned  whilst  bathing.) 

Births.  74  Males,  54  Females — total,  128.  Birthrate,  23'27  per  1000. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  general  deathrate  is  somewhat  higher  than  for  some  years  past.  This  is  accounted  for  by  the  large 
number  of  very  aged  persons,  and  does  not  point  to  unhealthiness  of  the  district,  but  I  think  to  the  contrary. 

The  Infant  Mortality  is  slightly  higher  but  still  it  may  be  considered  low,  and  is  a  certain  vindication  of  the  Sanitary  state  of  the 
district. 

The  Birthrate  is  somewhat  above  the  average  and  is  remarkable  for  the  coincidence,  that  in  the  first  three  quarters  the  number  of 
Males  were  the  same  exactly,  viz :  18  ;  the  fourth  quarter  being  20. 
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The  Notification  of  Infections  Diseases  Act.  ThisAct  continues  to  work  well, and  so  far  without  any  friction  ;  but  the  full  advantages 
will  not  be  gained  until  there  is  an  Isolation  Hospital  and  means  for  the  purpose  of  disinfection  within  the  district.  Throughout  the 
year  45  certificates  have  been  received.  4  of  these  were  of  Measles  and  41  of  Whooping  Cough.  The  district  has  fortunately  been  free 
from  Scarlet  Fever  throughout  the  whole  year.  This  also  applies  to  Continued  Fever  of  any  type. 

Influenza  has  been  prevalent  more  or  less  throughout  the  year,  and  has  proved  fatal  in  seven  cases.  No  doubt  this  is  a  most 
Infectious  Disease  and  so  easily  spread.  I  see  no  means  of  checking  it  until  it  is  included  in  the  compulsory  class  of  Diseases  for 
Notification. 

With  the  exception  of  one  case  of  Diarrhoea  the  district  has  been  entirely  free  from  Zymotic  Disease.  This  case  occurred  in  a 
very  young  child.  I  know  nothing  of  the  characteristics  of  the  case,  but  it  was  evidently  sporadic,  and  might  be  due  to  local  constitu¬ 
tional  or  dietetic  causes,  and  I  am  not  inclined  to  regard  it  as  in  any  way  due  to  crdemic  or  epidemic  Influenza. 

Work  Done.  (Sanitary.)  I  am  not  aware  that  anything  special  has  been  done  throughout  the  year,  as  to  nuisances.  The  Sur¬ 
veyor  is  also  Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  is  generally  on  the  look  out  for  Sanitary  defects  when  on  his  rounds.  I  have  also  visited 
certain  Cottages  with  him,  in  Newland,  Cold  Harbour  and  North  Road,  and  anything  that  has  been  required  to  be  done,  as  cleansing, 
whitewashing,  &c.  has  been  effected  without  compulsory  measures. 

I  have  revised  the  Inspector’s  Journal  for  the  year.  In  August  I  received  a  complaint  of  the  foul  and  offensive  state  of  the  river 
in  Westbury,  and  especially  near  the  Silk  Factory.  I  visited  and  inspected  it  and  found  there  was  sufficient  cause  of  complaint. 
Samples  of  the  water  was  taken  and  analysed,  if  possible  to  accentuate  the  causes  of  Pollution,  but  I  am  not  aware  of  any  permanent 
result.  There  was  a  suspicion  that  the  pollution  and  offensiveness  was  partly  due  to  the  effete  material  of  the  Gas  Works  being  pnt 
into  the  river  a  few  hundred  yards  above,  where  the  Gasworks  are  situated,  but  upon  visiting  the  Gasworks  and  being  conducted  over, 
and  the  process  of  Gas  manufacture  being  explained  to  me  by  the  manager,  it  was  evident  that  nothing  objectionable  entered  the 
river  from  this  source,  the  whole  of  the  effete  and  superfluous  residue  being  dealt  with,  and  used  up  on  the  premises,  in  the  manufacture 
of  some  form  of  Artificial  Manure,  so  that  the  pollution  is  due  to  other  and  more  complicated  causes. 

The  Water  Supply.  This  has  been  abundant  and  excellent,  and  I  have  received  no  complaint  of  any  scarcity  throughout  the  year. 
Verv  few  private  wells  are  now  in  use  in  the  district,  and  what  few  there  are  in  my  opinion  should  be  frequently  tested  as  to  their 
purity,  this  source  of  supply  being  so  liable  to  contamination. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  within  the  district  have  been  periodically  inspected  and  reported  upon,  and  found  to  be  generally 
satisfactory. 

Vaccination  is  well  and  thoroughly  carried  out 


Swanage. — Dr.  A.  WIcCausland. 

Population. — The  population  of  the  Swanage  Urban  District  (Census  1891),  was  2.600,  estimated  to  middle  of  1899 — 3750. 

Birth-Rate. — 22-4  per  1000. 

Death-Rate. — 10  9  per  1000 

Zymotic-Rate. — N  il. 

Infant-Mortality. — 71  "4  per  1000  births  registered. 

Prevalence  of  Disease.- — We  have  had  during  the  Autumn  months  several  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  due  to  the  water  supply  of  a 
certain  Dairy  farm  outside  the  District,  the  water  was  analysed  and  condemned  by  the  County  Analyst,  a  proper  supply  procured,  and 
fresh  cases  ceased  to  arise. 

Notification. — We  adopted  the  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  Act,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  and  I  think  we  are  indebted 
to  this  for  being  able  to  locate  the  origin  of  the  Typhoid  germs,  and  so  put  a  stop  to  further  contamination  of  the  Milk  Supply. 

Water.— The  Water  Supply  continues  excellent  and  abundant,  during  the  Autumn  months  the  water  in  three  different  parts  of  the 
District  was  sent  to  the  County  Analyst  and  was  most  favourably  reported  on. 

Sewerage. — The  Main  Drain  to  Herston,  the  outlying  part  of  the  District  is  completed,  and  except  for  some  branch  sewers  to  be 
made,  it  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  the  Main  Sewerage  is  complete,  and  is  carried  out  into  the  Channel  beyond  Peveril  Point. 

Dairies  in  District. — There  has  been  a  General  Inspection  of  the  Dairy  Farms  in  tne  District  principally  with  regard  to  the 
Water  Supply.  Five  of  the  farms  are  now  supplied  with  the  Company's  water  which  is  excellent.  The  other  three  have  a  satisfactory 
supply  from  other  sources.  A  shallow  well  at  one  farm  was  condemned  and  the  Dairyman  summoned,  the  impure  well  was  filled  in. 
and  the  case  dismissed,  several  cowsheds  were  reported  on  for  not  being  clean  and  properly  ventilated,  and  the  owners  communicated 
with. 

Dairies  outside  District. — In  conjunction  with  Dr.  Lys,  the  Rural  District  Medical  Officer,  and  Mr.  Senior  our  Sanitary  Inspector 
we  examined  the  dairy  farms  outside  the  District  which  supply  Swanage  with  milk.  The  water  mostly  derived  from  wells  was  ex¬ 
amined  and  several  suggestions  made.  Dr.  Lys  reported  to  the  Rural  District  Authorities  who  will  no  doubt  take  steps  to  carry  them 
out. 

General  Remarks. — Although  we  have  had  some  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever,  there  have  beeu  no  deaths  from  any  infectious  disease 
and  the  death-rate  was  remarkably  low  especially  the  Infant  Mortality  which  is  a  good  criterion  of  the  healthiness  of  a  District,  with 
our  unequalled  water  supply  and  thorough  system  of  drainage,  we  are  one  of  the  healthiest,  if  not  the  most  healthy  sea-side  resort  on 
.|.he  South  coast. 

Work  performed  during  the  year  by  Mr.  Senior: — Removal  of  Ash  Heaps,  29 — Dirty  Closets  5 — Manure  Heaps,  19 — Dirty 
premises,  4 — Defective  Drains,  16 — Removing  Manure  after  8  a.m.,  5 — Cess  Pits  full,  6 — Bakehouses  and  Cowsheds  Whitewashed,  5 
Defective  Cess  Pits,  2 — Throwing  Slops  on  Highway,  2 — Numerous  houses  and  premises  inspected. 
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Wareham. — Mr.  K.  F.  Courtenay. 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  perusal  my  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  Borough  of  Wareham  for  the 
year  ending  December  81st,  1899, 

I  have  made  a  careful  inspection  of  this  Borough  on  several  occasions.  Several  houses  in  Church  Lane  have  vault  closets  which 
were  completely  out  of  repair  but  they  have  now  been  thoroughly  repaired. 

At  the  bottom  of  South  Street  turning  into  Brewery  Lane  there  was  a  foul  gutter  in  connection  with  two  houses  but  this  has  now 
been  attended  to. 

In  Trinity  Lane  I  had  to  order  the  removal  of  pigs  kept  too  near  a  dwelling  house. 

A  new  gutter  has  replaced  the  old  one  under  the  footpath  leading  from  Brewery  Lane. 

I  still  strongly  advise  a  relief  drain  t-o  take  away  the  overflow  from  around  the  Red  Lion  Hotel. 

During  the  year  1899,  45  deaths  occurred  in  the  entire  borough.  This  in  a  population  of  2141  gives  a  death-rate  of  21  per  1000. 
In  Wareham  proper,  not  including  the  Workhouse  35  deaths  occurred,  the  remaining  10  at  the  Workhouse.  This  is  a  great  increase 
on  the  last  few  years,  but  25  of  these  deaths  were  of  persons  over  65  years  of  age. 

Of  these  45  deaths, 

5  were  under  the  age  of  1  year 

5  ,,  ,,  5  years 

j  1  *  *  15  „ 

1  was  „  „  25  „ 

6  wrere  ,,  ,,  65  ,, 

The  remainder  was  over  65  years. 

Of  these  deaths, 

7  were  due  to  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia 

2  ,,  Phthisis 

3  ,,  Heart  Disease 

1  was  due  to  an  injury 

The  remainder  from  old  age  and  ordinary  disease. 

There  have  been  48  births  during  the  year. 

During  the  month  of  October  the  town  was  visited  by  an  epidemic  of  Scarlatina  which  in  November  involved  the  closing  of  the 

Public  Schools,  and  in  the  middle  of  December,  Influenza  made  its  appearance  in  a  most  virulent  form. 

The  Water  Supply  we  hope  soon  to  have  in  the  town.  Everything  is  being  done  to  expedite  matters  so  that  we  shall  soon  have  a 

thoroughly  good  supply  both  in  quantity  and  quality. 

The  Bake-houses,  Slaughter-houses,  and  Lodging-houses  are  in  good  sanitary  condition. 

The  health  of  the  town  has  not  been  so  satisfactory  as  in  recent  years  owing  to  the  two  epidemics  that  visited  it. 


Weymouth  and  Melcombe  Regis. — Dr.  B.  Browning. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  submit  to  you  my  Ninth  Annual  Report  on  the  Vital  Statistics,  Health  Record,  and  Sanitation  of  Weymouth 
during  the  year  1899. 

I  trust  you  will  find  it  on  the  whole  satisfactory,  and  that,  taking  into  account  the  facts  that  we  are  a  large  hospital  town,  as  well 
as  a  Seaside  Health  Resort  and  Naval  and  Military  Station,  so  that  invalids  from  all  parts,  as  well  as  pleasure  seekers  only,  are 
constantly  with  ns,  you  will  be  satisfied  that  we.  are  at  least  on  a  par,  as  to  Health  figures,  with  some  more  pretentious  rivals. 

I  have  purposely  omitted  many  statements  from  this  Report,  which  I  prefer  to  have  considered  and  dealt  with  by  our  Sanitary 
Committee,  so  that  your  action,  on  their  recommendation,  may  afterwards  be  made  known  by  me  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  in 
accordance  with  my  special  instructions  from  that  Authority. 

Area  of  the  District — 1616’4  acres.  Population,  Census  1891 — Not  then  estimated,  the  district  having  been  enlarged  in  November 
1895.  Population  as  Estimated  middle  of  1899 — 27,725.  Birth  rate — 17'5  per  1000.  Death  rate — 12‘0  per  1000.  Zymotic  Disease 
^ non -tuberculous) — (V4  per  1000.  Infant  Mortality— 158  per  1000  births. 

Prevalence  of  Disease — Less  than  usual  daring  the  year,  with  the  exception  of  an  outbreak  of  Diarrhoea  amongst  children  in 
August  and  September,  and  of  Measles  in  the  latter  half  of  October  and  all  November,  which  necessitated  the  closure  of  St.  Mary’s, 
Trinity,  and  St.  John’s  Schools.  To  these  complaints  may  be  attributed  the  unusually  high  infant  and  Zymotic  Death  Rates. 

Notification — This  was  partially  in  force  during  the  year  as  regards  Small-pox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  “Fevers,”  Diarrhoea,  and 
Cholera.  It  is  now  complete  everywhere  since  January  1st,  1900. 

Water  Supply. — From  Chalk  and  Greensand,  at  Sutton  Poyntz  ;  good,  pure  and  clean  ;  w'ould  be  benefited  by  softening,  as  at 
Southampton,  and  many  other  places  ;  but  it  is  hopeless  to  expect  this,  while  the  supply  is  in  private  hands.  Numerous  analyses,  at 
different  periods  of  the  year,  made  regularly  by  myself  and  other  observers,  testify  to  its  purity. 

The  following  is  the  result  of  an  examination  of  a  sample  of  drinking  water  from  kitchen  tap  at  16  Royal  Terrace,  Weymouth, 
September  9th,  1899. — 

Source  and  possibility  of  Contamination. — Sutton  Poyntz  and  Weymouth  Waterworks  and  my  house;  little  chance  of  the  supply 
being  contaminated,  owing  to  the  purity  of  its  source. 
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Chemical  and  Physical  Examination. 

1.  Colour  in  6in.  column. — Clear  after  subsidence  of  it  very  high  aeration. 

Turbity. — Temporiarily  very  sparkling  and  thick,  owing  to  its  being  highly 

aerated  with  carbonic  acid  gas  when  first  drawn. 

2.  Odour. — Somewhat  of  dissolved  vegetation. 

3.  Residue  left  on  evaporation. — Floccnlent  when  treated  with  “Nessler.” 

4.  Free  Ammonia. — None:  Organic  Ammonia  0  001  parts  per  million. 

5.  Chlorine. — 2  grains  per  gallon. 

6.  Nitrites. — None. 

N  itrates. — N  one. 

7.  Hardness. — 21 '35  grains  per  gallon. 

8.  Lead. — None. 

9.  Zinc,  Iron,  Copper. — None. 

10.  Oxygen  absorbed  in  15  min.  at  212  F. — 0*31 1  parts  per  million. 

Microscopic  Examination — Some  algse,  diatoms,  desmids,  and  chalky  sus¬ 
pended  matter. 

Bacteriological  Examination — About  300  colonies  per  c.  c.m.  After  30 
hours  cultivation  ;  none  pathogenic. 

From  the  examination  of  the  source  of  the  water  herein  referred  to,  and  the  results  obtained  by  analysis,  I  am  of  opini  on  that 
This  water  is  now,  and  usually,  very  pure,  but  hard,  and  that  it  imperatively  requires  a  combined  softening  and  liltration  treatment 
at  the  Sutton  Poyntz  Weymouth  Waterworks,  which,  if  done  on  the  same  economical  and  highly  successful  principle  as  that  now 
adopted  by  the  Southampton  Corporation,  would  effect  a  great  direct  monetary  saving  to  the  consumers,  and  be  an  absolute  security 
against  accidental  contamination,  which,  from  the  nature  and  surroundings  of  its  gathering  ground,  is,  though  not  very  probable,  by 
no  means  impossible. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — New  Sewerage  System  now  complete  and  working  satisfactorily.  Drainage  of  all  houses,  etc.,  now 
being  led  into  sewers,  as  rapidly  as  can  be  effected. 

Slaughter  Houses. — The  Slaughter  Houses  are  all  badly  situated  and,  with  some  exceptions,  not  in  good  order.  A  public  abattoir 
is  desirable. 

Bakehouses: — Bakehouses,  up  to  the  present,  are  usually  ‘-in  fair  order,”  but  some  will,  I  think,  shortly  be  done  away  with,  by  the 
Home  Office  under  the  new  Factory  Act. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.— Common  Lodging  Houses  are  still  in  their  former  bad  order,  but  will  be  soon  dealt  with  under  the  new 
Bye-Laws  which  the  Council  are  now  about  to  make  and  enforce. 

Offensive  Trades  Offensive  Trades,  five  in  all.  They  comprise  one  gut  spinning  works,  one  marine  store,  both  of  old  stand¬ 
ing,  three  fried  fish  establishments,  and  one  tripe  boiling  shop.  The  last  four  have  been  recently  sanctioned  by  the  Council,  and 
are  a  considerable  source  of  nuisance  to  persons  in  their  vicinity,  who  complain  loudly  of  them 

Dairies,  Milkshops,  and  Cowsheds. — These  are  mostly  in  good  order  and  with  a  pure  milk  supply,  and  nearly  all  owners  have 
applied  for  registration.  During  the  year,  at  my  suggestion,  the  Sanitary  Committee  considered  the  condition  of  these  establishments 
which  were  about  sixty  in  number;  all  the  cow  sheds  but  three  being  situated  in  the  new  part  of  the  Borough.  Certain  Bye-Laws 
were  drawn  up  and  submitted  to  the  Council  and  were  adopted  by  it  and  approved  of  by  the  Local  Government°Board.  The  attention 
of  all  Dairymen  and  Cow  keepers  has  been  drawn  to  these  regulations,  copies  of  which  were  served  on  each  proprietor,  and  in  many 
but  not  all  cases,  are  complied  with.  No  registration  is  complete  without  the  certificate  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  this  I 
have  refused  in  some  instances,  warning  the  delinquents  that  the  Sanitary  Committee  will  not  look  over  their  shortcomings,  of  which 
one  person  has  already  had  practical  proof  by  being  convicted  and  fined  for  disobedience  of  your  notices. 

The  question  of  examination  of  cows  by  the  tuberculin  test  is  attracting  much  attention.  I  have  collected  some  facts  respecting 
it  which  seem  to  point  out  its  advisability,  and  it  is  now  compulso-y  in  some  places,  but  I  have  not  yet  received  sufficient  data  to 
permit  me  to  pronounce  a  decided  opinion  upon  it.  However  while  this  Sanitary  Authoritv  has  no  general  supervision  over  the 
numerous  dairies  and  cow  sheds  outside  its  jurisdiction,  which  supply  milk,  etc.,  for  sale  in”  the  Borough,  it  is  difficult  to  obtain 
adequate  compliance  by  our  own  cow  keepers  with  our  Borough  Regulations,  so  as  to  protect  the  healih  of  the  community  from  the 
dangers  of  tuberculous  meat  and  milk.  J 

Excrement  Disposal  (Scavenging)— Effected  by  contractors,  who  remove  all  refuse  into  the  country  in  our  own  covered  carts. 
The  question  of  its  being  accomplished  by  the  Borough  Authorities  and  a  Refuse  Destructor,  has  been  affirmatively  decided  on  but  is 
not  yet  practically  worked  out.  Much  refuse  might  well  be  taken  out  to  sea. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — I  have  deemed  it  advisable,  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  to  give  no  details  of  the  action  I  have 
taken  as  regards  these  places,  since  I  have  to  do  so  in  another  capacity,  i.e.  that  of  Certifyinsr  Factory  Surgeon  (with  the  oowers  of  an 
Inspector  of  Factories  and  Workshops),  and  made  my  Reports  thereon  directly  to  the  Home  Office,  so  that  reporting  elsewhere 
would  probable  lead  to  friction. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes.— On  the  whole  fair  for  an  historic  town  ;  somewhat  improved  during  the  past  decade  bv  the 
force  of  public  opinion,  and  in  this  year,  by  the  support  I  have  received  from  my  Sanitary  Committee,  Council,  and  brother  Officers. 
Many  ancient  and  objectionable  slums  exist  which  cannot  yet  be  radically  dealt  with,  owing  to  vested  interests  and  the  hi<di  rents 
asked  for  houses  at  all  up-to-date,  which  the  poor  cannot  pay.  Overcrowding  is  not  common,  except  in  lodging  houses  of  small  size 
during  the  season.  The  Housing  of  Working  Classes  Act,  '1890,  is  now  being  actively  carried  into  effect. 

Isolation  Hospital— None  of  our  own  available,  but  the  Port  Sanitary  Hospital  at  Ferry  Bridge.’ Wyke,  three  miles  outside  the 
Borough,  usually,  but  not  always,  enables  us  to  thoroughly  isolate  all  cases  of  notifiable  disease  which  have  not  “proper  accommodation” 
as  defined  by  our  Improvement  Act.  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  medical,  nursing,  and  hvgienic  knowledge  which  exists  in  this 
hospital. 

Means  for  Disinfection.  Houses,  rooms,  &c.,  are  mainly  disinfected  with  formaldehvde  used  in  special  lamps ;  bedding  clothing 
books,  &c.,  are  disinfected  by  our  Washington-Lyon  apparatus,  with  complete  success.  Other  disinfectants  are  largely  used  for  public 
purposes,  when  necessary.  Some  time  since  I  suggested  the  employment  of  Sodic  Permanganate  solution  for  watering  the  roads  in 
hot  weather.  Your  Sanitary  Committee  adopted  the  idea,  but  it  is  not  now  carried  out. 

General  Remarks.  The  death  rate  this  year  was  increased  owing  entirely  to  the  outbreak  of  Diarrhoea  in  August,  which  mainlv 
affected  infants,  and  raged  to  a  greater  extent  in  many  other  parts  of  England.  ’  J 

I  made  several  complete  analyses  of  water,  milk,  and  various  foods,  but  could  detect  nothing  abnormal,  nor  did  I  discover  anything 
more  than  usual  in  the  surroundings  of  the  various  houses  I  visited.  J  6 

The  general  opinion  here  assigned  this  mortality  to  the  heat  of  the  weather,  and  not  to  preventible  causes. 
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Only  three  deaths  were  recorded  from  Measles  during  the  epidemic  in  October  and  November,  which  compelled  me  to  close  the 
schools,  as  I  have  already  stated,  with  benefit  both  to  the  public  health  and  the  school  grant. 

I  append  some  further  data!  which  should  be  of  interest. 

During  the  year  43  Septuagenarians  died,  28  Octogenarians,  and  7  Nonogenarians.  the  oldest  of  whom  was  more  than  1>7  years  of 

.age. 

The  registered  number  of  births  was  481.  The  registered  number  of  deaths  totalled  345. 

The  notifications  received  were  22,  of  which  20  were  sent  to  the  Port  Sanitary  Hospital. 

These  notfied  cases  amounted  to  only  0'8  per  1000  of  the  population,  showing  the  advantages  of  notification  and  removal. 

The  rateable  value  of  the  Borough  is  £93,180. 

Its  geological  formation  is  mostly  Oxford  clay  and  coral  rag. 

The  density  of  population  is  17T5  persons  per  acre. 

There  are  28-5  miles  of  roads  and  6540  houses,  all  the  newly-erected  ones  being  in  accordance  with  our  recent  Building  Bye-laws. 
The  average  number  of  inhabitants  may  be  taken  as  5  to  a  house,  except  in  the  season,  and  during  the  visits  of  H.M.  Fleet, 
Militia,  and  Yeomanry,  when  of  course,  it  is  considerably  augmented. 

Mr.  I.  J.  Brown,  F.R.  Met.  Society,  kindly  favours  me  with  the  following  climatic  table,  from  which  it  will  again  be  seen  that  we 
are  well  called  sunny  and  healthy  Weymouth. 

Shade  Temperature,  1899. 

9  a.m.  Mean  Relative 

Max.  Max.  Min.  Range.  Temperature.  Density. 

o3'0  in.  58 ' 1  in.  46'4  in.  1 1  '7  in.  52’2  in.  78  per  cent. 

The  highest  temperature  recorded  August  6th— 77  in.  Lowest,  24'4  in. — March  23rd. 

Bright  Sunshine  as  registered  by  the  (Jambell-Stokes  Sunshine  Recorder. 


Hours. 

2023 


In. 

24-97 


Days  on  which  sun  shone. 
310 

Wet  days, 

or  Rainfall  0'01  in.  or  more. 
118 


Sunless  days. 

55 

Greatest  fall  in 
24  hours. 

DIO  in.  (Dec.  12th.) 


Vital  Statistics  of  England  and  Wales,  1899. 

Death  rate  from  all  causes,  18\3  per  1000.  Death  rate  in  Urban  Districts,  93-2  per  1000.  Death  rate  in  Rural  Districts,  21 -71  per 
1000.  Deaths  under  1  year  of  age.  163  per  1000  births.  Deaths  in  Rural  Districts  only,  124  per  1000  births.  Birth  rate  of 
England  and  Wales,  29-26  per  1000. 

The  inexorable  ruling  of  the  County  Council  is  my  excuse  for  a  “similar  meagre”  statement  to  that  for  which  I  was  last  year 
reprimanded  by  the  Local  Government  Board;  but  to  appease  the  latter  august  body  I  supplement  the  County  Schedule  with  these 
remarks  and  statistics,  the  embodying  of  which  in  my  return  has  somewhat  delayed  its  presentation. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Council  for  sending  me  as  a  delegate  to  the  Southampton  Sanitary  Congress,  and  for  the  courtesy  and 
assistance  I  have  received  from  them  and  my  colleagues,  particularly  the  Town  Clerk  and  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Weymouth  Port  Sanitary  Authority — Dr.  R.  Paigrave  Simpson. 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  yon  my  Report  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1899,  and  in  so 
doing  have  much  pleasure  in  being  able  to  give  a  very  satisfactory  account  of  the  health  of  the  seamen  and  sanitary  condition  of  the 
ships  which  have  entered  Portland  Roads  and  Weymouth  Harbour  during  the  past  year. 

The  ships  of  the  Mercantile  Marine  which  have  entered  Portland  Roads  were — 


From  foreign — Steamers  ...  ...  ...  ...  732 

From  foreign — Sailing  Vessels  ...  ...  ...  64 

From  coastwise — Steamers  and  Sailers  ...  ...  1069 

Total  ...  ...  ...  1865 

The  number  which  have  entered  the  Weymouth  Harbour — 

From  foreign— Steamers ...  ...  ...  ...  4^7 

From  foreign — Sailing  Vessels  ...  ...  ...  30 

From  coastwise — Steamers  ...  ...  ...  309 

From  coastwise — Sailing  Vessels  ...  ...  ...  298 

Total  ...  ...  ...  1124 

Total  entering  Authority's  area  ...  ...  2989 


The  above  does  not  include  Excursion  Steamers  or  the  local  Tug  Boats. 
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The  number  of  vessels  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Officials  was  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  Steamers  ...  ...  ...  ...  360 

Number  of  Sailers  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Total  ...  ...  ...  414 

Of  the  above  282  were  British  and  132  Foreigners. 


Notices  served  on  Vessels  to  cleanse  forecastles  Ac. — 


English  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Foreign  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Total  ...  ...  ...  42 

Drinking  water  tanks  pumped  ont,  cleansed  and  refilled  ...  16 

Seamen  removed  for  sickness  or  accident  ...  ...  8 

Vessels  cleansed  and  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  16 

Bedding  &c,  destroyed  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


11th  April  181)9. — Summoned  by  H.M.  Customs  to  visit  Cairnavon  of  Newcastle  998  tons  Captain  Robert  Tuck  bound  from 
Rosario  to  London  with  linseed,  in  consequence  of  the  death  on  the  previous  day  of  a  fireman  Richard  Booth  when  the  vessel  was 
about  60  miles  to  the  westward  of  Portland  ;  from  an  examination  of  the  body  and  from  what  the  Captain  told  me  I  came  to  the 
opinion  that  death  was  the  result  of  dysentery  and  uot  due  to  an  infectious  disease.  The  remainder  of  the  crew  were  mustered  and 
were  all  in  good  health.  An  Inquest  was  held  the  same  day  and  a  verdict  returned  in  accordance  with  the  medical  evidence  aud  the 
ship  proceeded. 

28th  May. — Summoned  by  H.M.  Customs  to  visit  S.S.  Sicilian  of  Leith  from  the  Black  Sea  to  London  and  removed  a  sailor 
James  Rowland  to  the  Port  Sanitary  Hospital  suffering  from  Small  Pox,  the  ship  was  disinfected,  crew  examined  and  then  proceeded 
on  her  voyage, 

On  the  1st  July — A  steward  named  John  Henry  Jukes  belonging  to  S.S.  Reindeer  was  found  to  be  suffering  of  Scarlatina  and 
was  promptly  removed  to  the  Hospital,  the  portion  of  the  ship  where  the  patient  slept  was  carefully  disinfected  and  fumigated. 

2 i st  July, — -Summoned  by  H.M.  Customs  to  visit  the  S.S.  Ontario  of  Hull  from  Boston  to  Hull  and  found  a  seaman  William 
Naylor  suffering  from  Small  Pox  and  had  him  at  once  removed  to  the  Hospital,  the  ship  fumigated,  all  the  rest  of  the  crew  in  good 
health. 

8th  September. — Summoned  by  H.M.  Customs  to  visit  S.S.  Friary  from  Georgia  U.S.A.,  to  Hamourg  as  the  Captain  had  a  case  of 
illness  which  he  believed  to  be  Typhoid  on  board,  on  examination  of  the  patient  John  McArthy  I  found  him  so  weak  and  emaciated 
and  suffering  from  a  severe  attack  of  Purpura  that  I  at  once  landed  and  placed  him  in  the  Observation  Ward  at  the  Hospital  where  he 
made  a  good  recovery. 

8th  September. — Summoned  by  H.M.  Customs  to  visit  S.S.  James  Groves  from  Baltic  for  Tigon  and  found  a  seaman  Davis  William 
Thomas,  suffering  from  Typhoid  Fever  he  was  placed  at  once  in  the  Authority’s  Hospital  where  he  made  after  a  severe  illness  a  good 
recovery,  crew  mustered  and  found  all  well,  ship  disinfected  and  then  proceeded  on  voyage. 

21st  September.  Summoned  by  H.M.  Customs  to  visit  S.S.  Sidia  from  Baltimore  to  Nyburg  and  found  Digby  Appleby  a  passenger 
suffering  from  Typhoid  Fever,  he  was  at  once  placed  in  the  Hospital,  the  ships  crew  mustered  and  found  all  well  and  the  cabins 
disinfected  and  the  ship  left  the  same  afternoon. 

27th  December. — Summoned  by  H.M.  Customs  to  visit  S.S.  Nordboen  and  removed  one  of  the  crew  Hans  Hansen  to  the  Hospital 
as  lie  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  Typhoid  Fever,  the  ship  was  thoroughly  fumigated  and  disinfected  and  left  for  Copenhagen. 

The  Hospital  has  been  very  much  used  during  the  past  year  but  not  so  much  as  in  1898,  there  were  6  in  the  Hospital  at  the 
commencement  of  the  year,  34  have  been  admitted  during  the  year  and  4  remain  on  31st  December. 


They  may  be  classified  as  under.- — 

From  the  Port  Sanitary  Area  ... 
From  the  Weymouth  ,, 

From  the  Portland  ,, 


Total 


The  diseases  from  which  these  patients  suffered  were — 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  11 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  18 

Diphtheria  ...  4 

Smallpox  ...  2 


8  cases. 
20  „ 

6  „ 

34 


Deaths 

»» 

»» 

»» 


1 

0 

1 

0 


The  period  over  which  the  illnesses  extended  was  on  the  average  as  stated  below : — 

Typhoid  41  days  in  Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever  39  ,, 

Diphtheria  22  „ 

Smallpox  28  ,, 
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I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  Hospital  is  in  good  order  and  that  one  of  the  observation  wards  has  been  fitted  up  ns  a  day 
room  for  convalescents  from  Scarlatina,  also  a  nice  summer  house  has  been  placed  in  the  grounds  for  a  similar  purpose. 

I  have  again  to  thank  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dodge  for  their  zealous  care  of  the  patients  and  1  am  glad  to  think  that  they  have  received 
considerable  assistance  from  a  second  nurse  who  has  been  appointed  by  your  Board  to  work  under  Mrs.  Dodge. 

I  must  also  thank  the  collector  of  Customs  for  the  assistance  he  has  always  been  so  willing  to  afford  me  during  my  duties  and 
must  heartily  congratulate  him  on  his  appointment  to  the  Port  of  Aberdeen.  Although  all  arrivals  of  ships  from  Portugal  are  specially 
reported  to  me  I  "am  glad  to  say  that  in  no  case  has  there  been  any  need  for  special  interference.  I  have  as  usual  paid  visits  of 
inspections  to  all  the°Channel  island  Steamers  both  passenger  and  freight  and  also  the  excursion  steamers  belonging  to  Messrs. 
Cosens  Se  Co.,  and  have  always  found  them  clean  and  the  sanitary  appliances  in  good  condition. 


Wimborne — Mr.  C.  H.  Watts-Parkinson. 

Area,  400  acres  (about).  Population,  1891—3546,  estimated  to  middle  of  1899—4000.  Births,  71,  18  per  1000.  Deaths  registered 
64,  13-5  per  1000,  corrected  47,  1D75  per  1000.  Zymotic  Mortality,  2  per  1000.  Infantile  Mortality  per  1000  births,  1 0.  Natural 
increase  of  population,  17. 

During  1899  only  71  births  were  registered,  being  5  less  than  in  1898.  41  Males  and  30  Females,  or  18 1  per  1000  estimated  pop¬ 

ulation  nearly,  while  64  deaths,  25  Males  and  29  Females  were  registered,  4  morethanm  1898  or  13  o  per  1000,  but  deducting  U  deaths 
of  persons  coming  to  the  district  while  suffering  from  the  fatal  illness  and  adding  5  deaths  of  persons  beiongmg  to  the  district  occurr¬ 
ing  1  in  Wimborne  Rural,  3  in  the  Union  Workhouse,  and  1  in  the  Cottage  Hospital,  the  corrected  number  is  47,  being  at  the  low 
rate  of  11 '75  per  100  ).  3  deaths  from  Zymotic  disease  were  registered,  viz. 1  Diphtheria,  1  Scarlatina,  and  l  Diarrhoea,  and  adding 

I  death  from  Diphtheria  in  the  Wimborne  Rural  District  the  Zymotic  mortality  is  1  per  1000.  5  deaths  of _Infaj\ts-  ^l^this^oes  not 

in  1898,  giving  an  infantile  mortality  per  1000  births  of  only  70  while  the  natural  increase  has  fallen  to  only  17,  although  this  does  not 

represent  by  any  means  the  total  increase  of  population. 

Deaths— Infants  5  (1  Male,  4  Female)  1  Diarrhoea,  1  Bronchitis,  and  2  Premature  Birth,  Sec. 

Aged,  1—5,  3  (2  Males,  1  Female)  1  Diphtheria,  1  Bronchitis,  1  Convulsions. 

Aged,  5— 65,  27  (16  Males,  12  Females)  1  Scarlatina,  1  Influenza,  4  Rheumatic  Fever  and  Rheumatic  Endocarditis,  2  Cancer, 

6  Phthisis’ (3  came  ill)  3  Bronchitis,  1  Heart,  4  Brain,  and  2  Septicomia. 

Aged,  over  65,  19  (7  Males,  12  Females),  1  Cancer,  3  Bronchitis,  Sec.,  2  Heart  and  3  Brain  Disease. 

Of  the  deaths  over  65,  1  was  95  and  10  over  80,  and  while  the  deaths  of  Females  exceeded  those  of  Males  oy  4,  the  Male  births 
were  11  more  than  the  Female.  The  other  points  of  interests  are  the  4  deaths  from  Hhuemattc  Bnd^rditas  ctose 

together  in  September  and  October,  and  the  deaths  from  Septicomia.  one  following  an  injury.  The  dea ths  from 

as  in  1898,  and  also  the  number  of  strangers  among  them.  The  deaths  from  Influenza  are  fewer  while  those  fiom  Bronchitis,  &c.  are 

m0re*  .  „  .  , 
Zymotic  Diseases. — 28  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  with  2  deaths  the  Zymotic  Mortality  “eluding  ‘de!*J 
and  a  death  in  the  Wimborne  Rural  District  from  Diphthera  which  was  contracted  in  the  town,  was  1  per  1000.  There  *ere  1  c 
of  Scarlatina  (including  1  in  the  Union)  7  of  Diphtheria  and  Diphtheritic  Throat  and  3  of  Erysipelas. 

Dinhtheria  —7  cases  were  notified  with  2  deaths.  One  case  at  Eastbrook  in  February,  the  premises  were  in  a  fair  condition, 

Leigh  Road  i„  J.lv  add  Ahgaei .premises  m  a. 

the  Square  in  August  and  September,  (2  fatal)  with  sanitary  defects.  In  every  case  the  premises  *ere  inspected  and  the  san  ary 
defects  remedied.  In  1  case  proceedings  were  taken  before  the  magistrates. 

Scarlatina. — 18  cases  were  reported  with  1  death,  10  of  these  were  of  a  severe  type  and  1  died  These  X^uXri 

February,  5  in  one  family  in  West  Boro.  5  in  3  families  in  King  St.,  the  other  cases  were  mild  and  so  . 
was  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  there. 

Erysipelas. — 3  cases  of  a  mild  character. 

Phthisis.— 5  deaths  the  same  as  in  1898  and  curiously  enough  3  of  these  came  to  the  district  in  the  last  stages  of  the  disease 
the  same  number  as  in  1896. 

Cancer. — The  deaths  from  Malignant  Disease  fell  from  6  to  3. 

Diarrhoea,  &c.-l  death  from  Diarrhoea,  an  infant,  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery  should  be  classified  as  Zymotic  and  Non- 
Zymotic,  and  Zymotic  Diarrhoea  should  be  notifiable. 

Water  Supply.— During  the  continued  dry  weather  the  water  supply  was  severely  tried  and  I  believe  the  water  company  has 
arranged  to  increase  the  supply  and  storage  and  to  prevent  any  chance  of  pollution  by  river  water. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage— The  work  of  overhauling  and  improving  has  continued  and  many  improvements  effected,  (see  Inspectors 

Excrement  Disposal. — This  has  been  satisfactorily  carried  out  on  the  whole  but  the  supply  of  earth  for  eaith  closets  is  sometimes 

complained  of.  .  _  r 

Isolation  Hospital.— Nothing  more  has  been  done  beyond  arrangements  for  renting  premises  if  urgently  required,  I  he  In  spec  to 
superintends  disinfection  of  premises. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes.— The  cottage  accommodation  is  generally  good  and  the  supply  continues  to  increase. 
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Slaughterhouses,  Bakehouses,  and  Common  Lodginghouses. — These  have  been  inspected  (see  Inspectors  Report).  Premises 
connected  with  a  Slaughterhouse  where  two  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  have  been  thoroughly  overhauled. 

General  Remarks. — The  district  has  been  healthy  during  the  past  year  and  the  mortality  continues  low,  and  a  large  number  of 
people  continue  to  come  to  the  district  doubtless  on  account  of  its  good  reputation  and  this  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  12  deaths  were 
those  of  persons  coming  to  the  town  while  suifering  from  the  illness  which  proved  fatal. 

Union  Workhouse. — 17  deaths  (11  males  and  6  females).  These  have  been  divided  up  among  their  respective  districts,  7  belonged 
to  Wimborne  Rural,  4  to  Cranborne  Rural,  and  3  to  Wimborne  Urban,  while  the  remaining  were  deaths  of  casual  tramps,  1  from 
Berkshire,  1  from  Taunton,  and  1  London. 

Deaths — Infants.  1.  Hereditary  disease. 

Aged  6 — Go,  five.  2  Phthisis 
Over  65,  eleven.  2  Bronchitis  &c. 

Zymotic  Disease. — One  case  of  Scarlatina  was  notified,  the  child  was  isolated  in  the  fever  Hospital  and  no  further  case  occurred, 

Victoria  Cottage  Hospital. — 3  deaths,  (1  male  and  2  females),  1  belonging  to  Wimborne  Rural,  the  result  of  an  injury,  1  to 
Wimborne  Urban,  Brain  disease,  and  1  from  Norwich,  also  Brain  disease. 

Deaths  5 — 65,  3.  1  Injury  and  2  Brain  disease. 
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SUMMARY 


OF  THE 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE 

YEAR  1899. 


PREPARED  BY  J.  COMYNS  LEACH,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  &c. 


In  preparing  my  seventh  summary  of  the  Annual  Reports  and  Tables  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of 
this  County,  I  again  follow  the  arrangement  which  was  initiated  by  the  late  Dr.  McLean,  whose  great  loss  we  now 
have  to  deplore,  and  continued  with  slight  alterations  by  myself. 

On  the  ist  of  January  of  this  year  that  excellent  Act  for  the  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  became  com- 
pulsory  in  every  district  so  that  the  next  summary  will  be  for  the  first  time  complete,  the  only  exception,  however, 
for  1899,  being  that  of  the  Shaftesbury  Urban  District  Council.  To  the  increasing  value  of  the  Act,  several  of  the 
Reports  bear  testimony.  The  Swanage  Medical  Officer  (Dr.  McCausland)  for  instance  says  they  are  indebted  to 
this  Act  for  being  able  to  locate  the  origin  of  the  cases  of  Typhoid  and  to  prevent  its  further  spread. 

Isolation  Hospitals.  These  are  again  the  exception  rather  than  the  rule  in  most  of  the  districts,  but  where 
they  exist  they  appear  to  have  done  excellent  work  in  stamping  out  by  Isolation  what  might  have  become  serious 
epidemics.  Mr.  Day,  of  the  Dorchester  E  (Rural)  District,  says  that  the  Isolation  Hospital  had  done  much  good 
in  isolating  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever.  Mr.  Sawyer,  of  Shaftesbury,  recommends  the  setting  apart  of  some  suitable 
house  to  be  used  as  an  Isolation  Hospital.  Mr.  Daniell  of  Blandford  says  that  an  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  that 
town  was  stamped  out  by  the  establishment  of  a  temporary  Isolation  Hospital,  and  that  a  permanent  one  is  being 
built,  thanks  to  the  liberality  of  Lord  Portman,  and  Dr.  Clibborn  of  Bridport  adds  to  his  statement  “that  the  Isola¬ 
tion  Hospital  has  more  than  justified  its  existence”  a  quotation  from  Sir  Walter  Foster  viz,  “  that  owing  to  the  means 
of  Isolation,  now  available  in  Isolation  Hospitals,  the  rate  of  mortality  from  Scarlet  Fever  is  half  what  it  was  12 
years  ago,  while  deaths  from  Diphtheria  have  been  reduced  to  one  sixth  of  their  former  number.” 


STATISTICS. 

I  have  again,  in  the  more  important  of  these  worked  out  for  comparison  the  averages  of  the  preceding  five 
years  viz: — 1894,  1895,  1896,  1897,  and  1898  which  I  call  the  quinquennial  average. 

Deaths. — 3174  deaths  were  registered  from  all  causes  in  1899,  the  quinquennial  average  being  3250. 

Death-rate.  This  has  been  reckoned  upon  the  total  population  estimated  by  the  various  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  to  amount  in  the  middle  of  1899,  to  218,599  as  compared  with  194,348  according  to  the  census  of  1891, 
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an  increase  of  24251  which  I  am  afraid  will  not  be  verified  by  the  census  which  will  be  taken  next  year.  The  death 
rate  then  on  this  estimate  is  14-5  per  1000,  for  the  quinquennial  it  averaged  13-9,  but  if  reckoned  on  the  figures  of  the 
census  of  1891  it  would  be  16 '3  for  1899. 

The  three  districts,  Rural  and  Urban,  having  the  lowest  death-rates  are  : — 


per  1000 

per  1000 

Wareham 

Rural 

io-8 

Swanage 

U  rban 

io-9 

Blandford 

>> 

12*0 

Weymouth 

5) 

12-4 

Shaftesbury 

>> 

I  2 -2 

Shaftesbury 

» 

I2-6 

The  three  highest  are  similarly  : — 

per  1000 

per  1000 

Beaminster 

Rural 

i5‘6 

Wareham 

Urban 

2 1  "O 

Poole 

15-0 

Sherborne 

>> 

20-1 

Sturminster 

>> 

15-0 

Blandford 

>> 

r9'5 

Infantile  Mortality.  This  rate  is  reckoned  upon  the  proportion  of  Infants  dying  under  1  year  of  age  to  births 
registered,  and  works  out  at  124-0  per  1000  births  for  the  whole  County,  the  quinquennial  average  being  98-1.  There 
is  a  marked  contrast  between  the  Rural  and  Urban  Districts  in  the  incidence  of  this  rate,  that  for  the  Rural  being 
95-1  whilst  the  Urban  is  154-4  per  1000  births,  which  means  that  of  each  1000  children  born  in  the  Urban  districts 
154  of  them  die  before  reaching  the  age  of  one  year. 

The  district  showing  the  highest  Infantile  Mortality  are  Bridport  198-1.  Portland  177-5  and  Poole,  176-8,  all 
Urban,  whilst  the  lowest  rates  are  returned  from  Wareham  58-8,  Sherborne  73-1  and  Shaftesbury  84-1,  all  Rural 
Dr.  McCausland  of  Swanage  remarks  that  the  rate  of  Infantile  Mortality  is  a  good  criterion  of  the  healthiness  of 
a  district- 

Births. — The  number  registered  was  4796,  the  quinquennial  average  being  5316. 

Birth-rate. — This  rate  calculated  on  the  estimated  population  is  21-9  per  1000  persons  living,  but  if  taken  on 
the  census  of  1891  it  becomes  24-6,  whilst  the  quinquennial  average  is  24-0. 

The  three  districts,  Rural  and  Urban,  having  the  highest  birth-rates  are: — 


Poole,  Rural 

Wimborne  &  Cranborne ,, 
Beaminster  „ 

per  1000. 

30-2 

24-0 

2  3 '9 

Branksome 

Poole 

Portland 

Urban 

>> 

•> 

per  1000. 
38-6 

2  7 '3 
24-0 

Whilst  similarly  the  three  lowest  are  : — 

Blandford  Rural 

Dorchester  W.  „ 
Shaftesbury  „ 

per  1000. 

W4 

1 7 ‘9 
i8-o 

Bridport 
Lyme  Regis 
Weymouth 

Urban 

>> 

per  1000. 
15-8 
17-2 

1 7 '3 

Natural  Increase  of  Population. — This  is  measured  by  the  number  by  which  the  births  exceed  the  deaths,  and 
this  for  1899  was  1622,  the  quinquennial  average  being  2066.  Of  course  for  this  increase  to  be  of  any  value  in 
estimating  the  population  of  a  County  it  would  be  necessary  to  know  the  amount  ot  both  emigration  and  immi¬ 
gration  as  the  balance  then  might  show  a  decrease  rather  than  an  increase. 

Zymotic  Mortality. — This  term  applies  to  the  mortality  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  viz.  : — 
Smallpox,  Scarlatina,  Diphtheria,  Fever,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  and  Diarrhoea.  With  regard  to  the  return  of 
deaths  under  the  heading  of  Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery,  Mr.  Parkinson,  of  Wimborne,  remarks  “  that  only  cases  of 
Zytnotic  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  should  be  admitted  ”  ;  I  quite  agree  with  him,  and  this  should  be  done  in  every 
case  where  it  is  possible. 

The  rate  of  Zymotic  Mortality  for  1899  is  -95  per  1000,  the  average  for  the  five  preceding  years  being  -8o  per 
1000. 

The  highest  rates  occurred  in  Portland  3 '65 ,  Branksome  2-83,  and  Weymouth  1-75,  all  Urban,  whilst  the 
following  had  no  deaths  from  Zymotic  disease  during  1899,  viz.  Bridport,  Sherborne  and  Wareham  all  Rural, 
and  Swanage,  Urban. 


37 


Summary,  M.O.H.  Reports,  1899. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  more  interesting  points  as  to  the  various  diseases,  their  incidence  and  mortality. 

1.  Small  Pox. — Three  cases  have  occurred  in  the  County,  two  being  imported  at  Weymouth,  one  on  May  28th, 
from  the  S.S.  Sicilian,  and  the  other  on  July  21st  from  the  S.S.  Ontario.  Both  were  admitted  into  the  Port 
Sanitary  Hospital,  one  recovered,  the  other  died.  The  third  case  is  reported  as  occurring  at  Parkstone,  the  man 
was  at  once  removed  to  the  Fever  Hospital,  and  all  who  had  been  in  contact  with  him  were  vaccinated,  thus  arresting 
its  spread. 

2.  Scarlatina. — A  slight  increase  both  in  cases  and  mortality  has  to  be  noted  for  1899,  for  whilst  in  1898 
there  were  only  245  cases  with  7  deaths,  in  1899  these  numbers  were  367  cases  with  10  deaths.  The  proportional 
or  case  mortality  is  therefore  27  per  cent  as  compared  with  2-8  per  cent  in  1898  and  4‘8  per  cent  in  1897. 

Of  the  10  deaths  Branksome  had  5  and  Blandford  2,  both  Urban. 

3.  Diphtheria. — There  is  also  a  slight  increase  here  viz  : — 145  cases  with  19  deaths  as  compared  with  1 15 
cases  with  17  deaths  in  1898,  but  the  actual  case  mortality  has  decreased  for  whereas  in  1898  it  was  147  percent, 
last  year  it  was  13-1,  whilst  in  1897  the  per  centage  was  19-0. 

Weymouth  had  6  deaths,  Shaftesbury  3,  both  Rural,  and  Shaftesbury  Urban  2,  whilst  Poole  Urban  had  21 
cases  and  not  a  single  death. 

4.  Typhoid  Fever.  — 1 13  cases  and  20  deaths  is  again  an  increase  with  a  slight  decrease  in  proportional 
mortality  viz: — 177  as  compared  with  22-2  per  cent  in  1898  and  147  per  cent  in  1897. 

Portland  with  48  cases  and  7  deaths  as  usual  heads  the  list,  Swanage  comes  next  with  21  cases  none  of  them 
however  fatal,  whilst  Poole  Urban  had  17  cases  with  2  deaths.  With  reference  to  Portland,  Dr.  Lawson  says  the 
epidemic  was  due  to  the  practical  absence  of  any  proper  system  of  drainage  and  the  consequent  pollution  of  wells 
He  adds  that,  as  so  often  observed  in  Portland,  the  outbreak  of  Typhoid  was  preceded  by  a  very  severe  epidemic 
of  Diarrhoea  from  which  19  persons  died.  The  sanction  to  the  new  drainage  scheme  has  been  at  last  received  and 
it  is  to  cost  ,£20000. 

5.  Puerperal  Fever. — 8  cases  with  3  deaths  gives  a  mortality  of  27-5  per  cent,  an  increase  on  1898,  when  il 
was  22-2  but  is  favourable  when  compared  with  the  three  previous  years  which  had  a  percentage  of  40-0,  55-5  and 
ioo'o  percent  respectivel) . 

6.  Erysipelas.— 77  cases  were  notified  in  1899,  of  these  11  were  fatal  giving  a  case  mortality  of  14-3  per  cent; 
an  increase  on  the  3  preceding  years  which  had  percentages  of  6-6,  5-4  and  4-4. 

7.  Measles. — This  not  being  a  notifiable  disease,  statistics  are  not  forthcoming.  Only  in  2  districts  is  the 
prevalence  of  Measles  reported  viz  : — In  Shaftesbury  and  Weymouth,  both  Urban,  in  the  first  district  the  cases 
were  of  a  mild  type,  but  in  both  instances  it  was  found  desirable  to  close  the  schools. 

8.  Whooping  Cough. — This  also  although  a  Zymotic  is  not  a  notifiable  disease.  Epidemics  occurred  in 
Cerne  Rural,  Portland  Urban  where  9  of  the  cases  ended  fatally,  and  Sherborne  Urban  where  there  were  41 
cases  and  4  deaths.  Altogether  there  were  18  deaths  in  the  County  which  compares  favourably  with  1898  with 
37,  1897  with  58,  and  1896  with  68  fatal  cases. 

Phthisis. — There  were  229  deaths  from  Phthisis  a  slight  increase  on  the  quinquennial  average  of  219. 


GENERAL  REMARKS. 

Public  Schools. — It  was  deemed  advisable  to  close  the  Public  Elementary  Schools  for  varying  periods  in  order 
to  arrest  the  epidemics  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  and  Measles.  Thus  they  were  closed  for  Scarlet  Fever  in 
the  Blandford  District,  at  Fontmell  Magna,  Church  Knowle,  Stoborough,  Broadway,  Witchampton,  Branksome,  and 
Wareham,  for  Diphtheria  at  Minterne,  and  for  Measles  at  Pcole  and  Weymouth. 

Water  Supply. — The  demand  for  a  better  and  a  purer  supply  of  water,  occurs  in  many  of  the  Reports,  and 
much  good  work  has  been  done  in  this  direction,  in  the  provision  of  new  water  supplies  and  the  improvement  of 
existing  ones. 

Rural. — Beaminster  still  asks  for  a  supply  but  the  question  remains  unsettled.  In  the  Blandford  district  where 
the  supply  is  almost  entirely  from  wells,  100  were  cleaned  out  and  deepened  during  the  last  dry  summer,  chiefly 
those  attached  to  labourers  cottages.  Bridport  reports  that  9  analyses  of  water  have  been  made  resulting  in  the 
condemnation  of  4  supplies,  that  a  good  supply  has  been  obtained  for  Charmouth,  and  an  extension  of  the  Bridport 
Water  Companies  pipes  to  Burton  Bradstock.  Cerne,  that  much  attention  has  been  given  to  the  water  supplies  in 
the  district  and  many  improvements  made.  Dorchester  E.  that  the  supply  has  been  improved  in  several  cases. 
Poole,  that  the  supplies  have  been  increased  and  improved.  Sherborne  complains  that  very  little  progress  has  been 
made  and  that  many  of  the  villages  suffer  great  privations  through  the  want  of  a  proper  Water  Supply  ;  also  that 
the  river  Yeo  is  polluted  by  the  Yeovil  and  Sherborne  Sewage  effluents.  Wareham,  that  the  Water  Supply  at 


3§ 


Summary,  M.O.H.  Reports,  1899, 

Langton  Matravers  has  been  improved  by  the  extension  of  the  Swanage  Water  Company’s  mains,  and  that  the  supplies 
in  other  parts  of  the  district  are  satisfactory.  Weymouth  notes  some  improvements,  and  Wimborne  reports  that  the 
Water  Supplies  have  been  severely  tried  by  the  succession  of  dry  years. 

Urban.— Blandford  reports  that  nearly  all  the  houses  are  now  supplied  by  the  Water  Company.  Branksome, 
that  the  Water  Supply  is  chiefly  from  the  Company’s  (Bournemouth)  mains.  Bridport,  that  it  is  good.  Dorchester 
that  it  is  excellent  both  as  regards  quality  and  quantity.  Lyme  Regis,  that  it  is  excellent.  Shaftesbury,  that  it  is  very 
good  and  sufficient.  Sherborne  and  Swanage,  “abundant  and  excellent.”  Wareham,  that  its  Water  Supply  was  nearing 
completion  and  that  there  would  then  be  a  good  supply  both  in  quality  and  quantity.  Weymouth,  that  it  is  good 
pure  and  clean,  but  hard,  and  advises  as  softening  process  to  be  adopted. 

Sanitary  Work. — Every  district  has  this  year  sent  in  a  tabular  report  of  the  work  done,  and  it  is  evident  from 
these  returns  that  much  good  work  has  been  done.  395  complaints  were  received  and  about  7000  inspections  made 
with  excellent  results,  and  that  moreover  all  was  carried  out  with  are  course  to  legal  proceedings  in  only  19  instances. 


TABLE  A.—  Deaths  Classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities- 
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Including  41  in  County  Asylum. 
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Table  of  the  Sanitary  Work  of  1899. 
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f  Whole  District  once. 


